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ABSTRACT

A GRAMMAR OF KARO, TUPI (BRAZIL)
by

Nilson Gabas, Jr.

The Karo language is spoken by approximately 150 Arara Indians in the state of
Rondonia, in the southwest part of the Amazon region, in Brazil. It is genetically affiliated
with the Ramarama branch of the Tupi family, one of the largest families of languages in
South America. Karo is supposedly the sole language of its branch.

The Arara Indians used to call themselves i %o rap (from i %2 1°" PERSON INCLUSIVE

pronoun, plus tap ASSOCIATIVE) ‘ourselves, us’, and are known to have lived in their
present location from time immemorial. They have been in contact with the surrounding
white population since the 1940's, and although the majority of them are bilingual in
Portuguese, they use the Karo language exclusively among themselves for communication.

Prior to my work, nothing was known about the Karo language except for a few
wordlists published by ethnologists (Horta Barbosa 1945; Levi-Strauss 1950; Nimuendaju
1925, 1955; Rondon 1948; Schultz 1955; Vitor Hugo 1959).

Some of the main typological features of Karo include a) a complex interplay of
segments and suprasegmentals at the phonetic and phonological levels; b) an extensive
internal and external array of morphophonemic processes; c) a fairly simple morphology,
with only a few derivational and inflectional processes, no case or gender marking on
nouns; d) a relatively strict order of elements (determiners, adjectives, nouns, verbs,
postpositions, etc.) wiihin constituents (noun, verb, adverbial and postpositonal phrases); €)
a relatively strict SOV word order; and f) a fairly rich inventory of particles with different
grammatical functions such as noun classification and evidentiality.

This dissertation is arranged in a fairly intuitively progression of linguistic
complexity, moving from the smaller linguistic units, the sounds, to the larger units of
morphology and syntax. In the last three chapters I deal with three grammatical systems

found in Karo, the classifier system, the ideophone system, and the evidential system.
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Chapter 1 provides an overview of the language, the sociolinguistic situation, as
well as a brief history and cultural analysis of the group, the number of fieldtrips
undertaken and information about the data collected.

[n Chapter 2 a description of Karo phonetics and phonology is provided. It includes
a description of the consonantal and vocalic segments of Karo, its syllabic patterns,
processes of nasal spreading, assimilation processes, patterns of stress placement, and tone.

The morphology of Karo is described in Chapter 3. It includes a description of the
word classes of Karo, its affixes (both inflectional and derivational), clitics, and processeg
of nominalization and compounding.

Chapter 4 deals with the syntax of Karo. First, in section 4.1, [ present and describe
the types of simple sentences found in the language (basic declarative, focused declarative,
interrogative, and imperative sentences). Then, in section 4.2, I describe the major
predicate types which occur in the language. In section 4.3 I describe the Karo phrases
(noun phrase, verb phrase, postpositional phrase and adverbial phrase) and their
constituents. Following the description of phrases [ account for the way tense is marked in
the language (in section 4.4) and the syntactic processes of negation (in section 4.5). In
section 4.6 I describe the process of reported speech, and in the last section of the chapter,
section 4.7, I describe the processes of clause combinations: clause chaining and three
types of subordination, 1) time, 2) purpose and 3) cause.

In the last three chapters of the dissertation I describe three different grammatical
systems found in Karo: the classifier system, in Chapter 5; the ideophone system, in
Chapter 6; and the evidential system, in Chapter 7.

In Chapter 5 I account for the formal and semantic properties of the classifier
system, examining them in the light of available typologies of noun classification.

[n Chapter 6 I provide an analytical background of the linguistic literature on
ideophones, followed by a description of ideophones of Karo from the phonetic,
phonological, morphological, syntactic, semantic and discourse points of view. At the end I
provide a (partial) list of 100 ideophones found in the language. A

[n Chapter 7 I first provide an overview of the literature on evidentials, and then
describe the evidentials of Karo formally and semantically. g!

Finally, in the Epilogue I bring together the main characteristics of the language,

relating them to current typologies of languages in general and of Amazonian languages in

particular. - te
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CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

1.1 THE KARO LANGUAGE

Karo is an Amazonian language spoken by approximately 150 Arara Indians, in
the state of Ronddnia, Brazil.

Genetically, Karo has been classified as part of the Ramarama branch of the Tupi
family, together with three other languages, Ramarama, Urukt and Urumi, given as
extinct (Rodrigues 1964). Recently, however, a preliminary study has shown that Karo
might be the sole member of its branch, and that the different languages considered its
sisters might be, in fact, Karo itself, which was labeled differently by different researchers
at different times (Gabas, to appear).

Apart from wordlists published by some ethnologists (the same ones who labeled
Karo differently) in the beginning and middle of this century (Horta Barbosa 1945; Lévi-
Strauss 1950; Nimuendaju 1925, 1955; Rondon 1948; Schultz 1955; Vitor Hugo 1959),

no systematic linguistic research has been done previously on Karo.

1.2 THE TUPI LANGUAGES

The Tupi family is one of the largest language families in South America, with ten
different branches: Arikem, Aweti, Juruna, Mawe, Munduruku, Monde, Purubora,
Ramarama (where Karo belongs), Tupari and Tupi-Guarani. Of these, the Tupi-Guarani
branch is the best known, probably because it contains the majority of languages of the
family: approximately 55 out of the 80 Tupi languages are classified as Tupi-Guaranian.

A few studies dealing with languages outside of the Tupi-Guarani branch are also
available, among them some descriptive grammars (cf. Moore 1984 for the Gavido
language; Crofts 1973 for the Munduruki language), dictionaries (cf. Landin 1983 for
Karitiana; Fundagdo Nacional do indio 1977 for Munduruku; Bontkes 1985 for Surui)
collections of texts (cf. Burum 1977, 1978, 1979 for Munduruki), and a number of
published as well as unpublished‘works (cf. Crofts 1985, Comodo 1981, and Rodrigues
1980 for Munduruki; Graham and Harrison 1978 for Mawé; van der Meer 1981, 1982,
1983 for Surui; Rodrigu?s 1966 for Cinta-Larga; Rodrigues 1990, 1995 for Xipaya;
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Galtcio 1996, 1997, Hanke, Swadesh & Rodrigues 1958 for Mekéns; Landin 1983, 1984,
1988, Landin and Landin 1973, Landin 1987, 1989, and Storto 1993, 1994, 1997a, 1997b,
for Karitiana; Gabas 1998, 1989, 1990, 1991, 1994 for Karo; Moore 1984, 1985, 1989 for
Gavido: Fargetti 1992 for Jurtina; Braga 1992 for Makurap).

For comparative and historical analysis of grammatical aspects of these languages,
however, the quantity of the studies available is still far from adequate (cf. Moore 1994,
an overview of Tu{:i syntax). It may be hoped that such analysis will become a reality in
the near future, when more descriptions of languages beyond the Tupi-Guarani branch

become available.

1.3 HISTORY OF THE GROUP

Although the Arara presently share their reservation (the Area Indigena Igarapé de
Lourdes) with the Gavido and some Zord Indians, both scientific and non-scientific
reports show that they have always lived around that area.

The Arara were contacted by Western society in the late 1940’s during the rubber
expansion into the northwestern part of Brazil. As a result of the contact, many died of
diseases carried by the rubber explorers and settlers.

The estimated number of Arara at contact was 600 people. This number had
dropped considerably, to approximately 50, just two decades later. After contact, the
remaining Arara either left to live in the cities or were brought to work on ‘seringais’
(rubber fields).

[t was only in the mid-1960’s that an employee of the now extinct Servigo de
Protecdo ao Indio, SPI, (the Brazilian Bureau of Indian Affairs) started the process of
‘retribalization” of the Arara, bringing them to live in the area that is now their
reservation. The Gavido and Zoré Indians came to jein them shortly afterward.

By 1987, when I began fieldwork, the 100 Arara Indians living in the village were
highly ‘decuin&éted‘ and dependent on goods from the city. Traditional rituals, dances
and music are rarely performed anymore,and foreign cultural items, activities, cuisine
and religion have been incorporated into their society.

As for their economic resources, the Arara depend in part on natural products
gathered from the reservation (rubber, fruits, Brazil nut, manioc flour, etc.) and on crafts

(bows, arrows, baskets, earrings, necklaces, etc.). Most of their income, however, comes

from lumbering.



1.4 CULTURAL OVERVIEW

The type of contact established with the Arara (unplanned, with no health care),
and the historical situation (their "extraction" from their villages in order to participate in
the process of rubber expansion) seem to have contributed to the lack of scientific studies
of this group, either anthropological, linguistic or of any other nature. As a consequence,
many of the traditions of the Arara have been lost, such as several spiritual rituals and
regulatory orations.

Nevertheless, the people still remember some myths, sporadically sing their songs
and practice a special kind of oratory, where two leaders (usually the spiritual leader and
the chief) talk simultaneously, with one paraphrasing the other.

For subsistence, the Arara still manage to plant their crops of manioc, sweet
potato, corn, papaya, pineapple and several kinds of bananas. Recently, they have also
started to plant rice and sometimes beans, though not very successfully.

Besides the crops they also gather several types of fruits from the forest, especially
cocoa, agai, cupuagu, muruci, jatobd, caju, patud, and several other kinds not known to
me.

Recently, the Arara have begun to raise cows as an alternative means of
subsistence. Generally, apart from sporadic losses due to jaguars and snakes, their herds
are growing, and they seem to be successful in this endeavor.

The Arara also hunt and fish. Almost all hunting is now done with firearms instead
of the traditional bows and arrows, though some rodents are still hunted with bows and
arrows. The hunt, however, is becoming increasingly rare due to the heavy machinery
used to gather wood and to the increase of pasture for the cattle. People are growing
increasingly dependent on the city for their food, not only for meat but also oil, sugar,
salt, rice, beans, sweets, etc.

Fishing still seems to be a lively activity among the Arara. Traditional as well as
non-traditional ways of fishing are used. depending on the season. In the dry season (June
through November), when the water level of the streams is low, bows and arrows are
used. The tradition of fishing by poisoning the water with a special type of vine (the
“timb6™) is also maintained. Due to the extensive killing of all types of aquatic animals,

as well as baby fish, this technique is used more rarely. In the rainy season, especially at



the beginning, when the added turbulence of the water dirties the streams, fish lines and
fish sticks are used.

By 1987 the Karo people lived in a single village, strategically located next to the
end of a road to the closest city, Ji-Parana. Even though their houses were no longer being
built in the traditional way, they still carried the rough elements of a traditional house: the
type of wood used, the way the logs were put together, and the roof of palm fronds.

In addition to their houses in the main village, all family groups also had
temporary houses (or, as they call them, colocagdes) in the heart of the reservation, where
they gather rubber and Brazil nuts. Sudden visits to the main village are not uncommon,
however, especially in case of disease.

After 1987 there was a split within the Arara community, with the removal of the
leader, who left with his family group to found another village.

Recently, with the decision of the shaman (and his family group) to live away
from the other two villages, a three-way split has occurred. Although the reason for his
move is apparently unknown, it is possible that he decided not to take sides in the dispute
over power and went to live in a neutral place.

Only the first village is recognized bureaucratically by Fundagio Nacional do
indio, FUNALI (the Brazilian Bureau of Indian Affairs), as an Indian Post and is entitled to
the three basic elements of a Post: a permanent position and residence for a FUNAI
employee, a teacher and a nurse.

Missionaries from the New Tribes Mission are also present a few meters across
the creek which serves as a natural boundary between the reservation and a farm.
Although their main goal is evangelical, they also serve as care providers to the Indians
by trading goods, offering health care, and serving as mediators in economic transactions.

From approximately 100 in 1987, the Arara population increased to-about 150 in
1995. This was due chiefly to an improvement in the quality of the medical assistance
provided to the Indians by FUNAI andzprobably) the missionaries.

1.5 THE SOCIOLINGUISTIC SITUATION

The long years of contact with the surrounding white population did not keep the
Arara people from speaking Karo in their communities. Children still use Karo as their

primary language for communication, and Portuguese is used exclusivelyas a language of
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contact. Except for three Indians who were raised in the “seringais”, away 'from contact
with other Arara Indians, all Arara speak Karo. Older Arara Indians understand
Portuguese, though they do not speak it. Younger generations of the Arara are bilingual in
Portuguese (probably as consequence of their frequent trips to the closest cities), and a
few male Arara also understand the Gavido-Zoré language, due to inter marriage which is
relatively infrequent. Among these Arara is my best consultant, Mario Jorge, who married
a Gavido Indian and usually spends part of the year with the Gavido and the other part
with the Arara. All of their five children are bilingual in Karo and Gavido and also have a
good understanding of Portuguese.

Only a few loan words from Portuguese are employed by the Arara, generally
words for items introduced via contact, like enxada ‘hoe’, carro ‘car’, caminhdo ‘truck’,
bicicleta *bicycle’, etc. Over the past years, however, a tendency towards using kin terms
borrowed from Portuguese has been increasing among the children, especially the words
for ‘mother’ mamade, ‘father’ papai, ‘uncle’ titio and ‘aunt’ titia.

As for dialectal differences, at least two dialects seem to have been spoken in the
past by different clans, the Arara (‘Macaw’) clan and the Urubu (*Vulture’) clan, also
known as Pé-Preto (‘Blackfoot’). Presently, only one family is reported to belong to the
Vulture clan, and the dialectal differences between the members of this family and the

rest of the Arara community, if any, seem to have disappeared'.

1.6 FIELDTRIPS

Since the beginning of my research with the Karo language, in 1987, seven

fieldtrips have been undertaken. The period of each fieldtrip is given below:

—1* fieldtrip: June - August of 1987
2" fieldtrip: April of 1990 0
3" fieldtrip: August - September of 1990
4™ fieldtrip: July - August of 1992

5™ fieldtrip: July - August of 1993
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6" fieldtrip: July - September of 1994
7™ fieldtrip: October - December of 1995
1.7 THE DATA

The material on which this grammar is based comes from two different styles:
elicited data and naturally occurring data (conversations, narratives, myth_s, telling of
dreams, etc.). Elicited data were used mostly in the beginning of the research, and as I
moved on to a better understanding of the language more and more of the second type of
data was collected and analyzed.

[ have recorded about 150 hours of elicited data, taken notes in 13 notebooks, and
recorded approximately 120 hours of natural data, of which 1/3 is just roughly transcribed
(not analyzed) and 1/5 is transcribed and analyzed”.

A profile of the consultants I have had a chance to work with is as follows:

Chiquito male born approximately in 1945
Manoel male born approximately in 1940
Carlao male born approximately in 1965
Mario Jorge male born approximately in 1965
Pereira male born approximately in 1970
Yardk male born approximately in 1975
Wak-wiak male born approximately in 1970
Rute female born approximately in 1980
Rosa female born approximately in 1975
Marli female born approximately in 1970

' Although no differences between the Vulture family and the rest of the Arara community were found, a
few differences among the Arara themselves seem to exist, at least in specific words. For example, while
some speakers say [wirup] for ‘food’, others say [wirap]. [pirudn] ‘round’ can also be heard as [pirdn], etc.
2 The analysis of transcribed data | refer to comprises the process of understanding the exact meaning of all
morphemes (including literal translations) and grammatical patterns. This is a long process which averages
10-15 hours of analysis for each hour transeribed. :



Besides these consultants, several other members of the community have also
participated in the recording of myths and conversations, especially the members of the
family of Mario Jorge.

The equipment used to make the recording was all analog. Except for the first
fieldtrip, in which I used a Uher recorder, in all subsequent fieldtrips I used either a Sony
Walkman Professional or a Marantz tape recorder. Almost all recordings were
stereophonic. In one occasion the stereo microphone broke, and in another the stereo plug

of the recorder also broke, recording only in monophonic mode.



CHAPTER 2

PHONETICS AND PHONOLOGY

As in other Tupian languages, the most salient characteristic of Karo at the levels
of phonetics and phonology is a heavy interplay between segmental and suprasegmental
factors. As I will shown below, suprasegmentals like tone and stress relate to the structure
of the sounds and syllables in remarkable ways.

I will first present the inventory of the phonetic and phonological segments
(consonants and vowels, respectively) followed by a description of their variants and the
respective environments in which they occur. Examples showing crucial distinctions
among consonantal and vocalic phonemes also will be provided. In section 2.2 I will
characterize the syllable patterns. Rules of nasalization spread will be given in section
2.3, and the processes of external sandhi will be presented in section 2.4,

Although tone and stress are phenomena necessarily mentioned in the discussion
of consonants and vowels, in section 2.1, the processes of stress placement and tone,
including tone spreading, will be described in detail in the last two sections, 2.5 and 2.6,

respectively.

2.1 PHONETIC SEGMENTS

The consonantal and vocalic phonetic segments of Karo are presented below. The

transcription of these segments follows Ladefoged and Maddieson (1996).

2.1.1 CONSONANTS

The following phonetic consonants were found in Karo:

" The processes of internal sandhi, because of their specificity with relation to the word class in which they
occur, will be presented in Chapter 3 when [ describe the word classes of Karo.



¥
bilabial alveolar palatal velar  glottal
stops pp:p 2 e e k ki k' ?
b B
nasal mm’°’m an®% n n® %p
flap y ' o
fricative 3 ¢ X h
approximant w w y ¥

Table 1. Consonantal segments’

The following table represents the consonantal phonemes of Karo:

bilabial alveolar palatal velar  glottal
stop p t c k ?
b r g
nasal m n n
fricative h°
approximant w y

Table 2. Consonantal phonemes

The phonetic alternations of the consonantal phonemes are explained below.

“1 also found a consonant cluster, [ tl-b ], which occurs, so far, in one word of Karo, [ fﬁu],_meaning ‘to
jump’. This sound can be described as a cluster of a voiceless alveolar stop plus a voiceless bilabial stop,
released with a trill on both lips. | am not including this sound in the phonetic and phonemic chart of Karo
consonants because the word in which it occurs is an ideophone. Ideophones, due to their specificity in
terms of sound symbolism, are generally kept apart from the “normal” phonetic and phonological systems
of the language in which they occur.
* The phoneme /r/ is represented in the chart in sequence with the voiced stops /b/ and /g/ because they form
a natural phonological group, even though they are not a phonetically coherent group. For phonological and
morphological reasons, /r/ is being considered as the voiced counterpart of the voiceless stop /t/, as /b/ and
/g/ are the (natural) voiced counterparts of the voiceless stops /p/ and /k/, respectively. Furthermore, treating
b, /r/ and /g/ as natural phonalogical counterparts of the voiceless /p/, /t/, /k/ has several precedents among
other Tupian languages (Rodrigues, p.c.).

"It is important to mention that /h/ is net-a frequent phoneme as compared to the others.
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[ame'k:d]  ‘jaguar’

[ana'n“a] ‘pineapple’
[ma'?ip’] ‘log’

[na'c:ey] ‘grazing ground’
['m373] ‘capibar’

['n3m] ‘breast’

[i'yom] ‘father’

['¢3n] ‘cat’

['tén] ‘to fly’

12

The phonetic segments of the approximant series, [r]:[F]: [W]:[W]; [y]:[¥].

alternate as follows:

* [W]and [¥] occur adjacent to nasal vowels.

[0'W3] ‘mother’
['5W] “far’
['Win] “to kill’
['n3ya) ‘corn’
[i'yom] “father’
['¥5¥] ‘tooth’

['k3r3m] *hummingbird’
['m375] *capibar’
['p3t3m] ‘tree (sp.)’






Manner of articulation:

Ipl:im/ =

It/ : In/

Il

Kkl :yl =

Ipl:Iwl =

/1 =

/pako/

/makap/

/nap/
/nam/

/taw/

/nak/

/Tit/
/win/

/ka?/
Ina/

/mek/

/tén/

/piy/
Iwiy/

/capa/

/wawa/

/nahek/

/ma?ip/

[pa'k:o]
[ma'k:ap’]

['n3p’]
['n3m]
['taw]
['n3k™]
['?it]
['Win]
['ka?]
['n°a]
['méek’)

['ten]

['piy]
['wiy]

[ca'p:a]

[wa'wa]

[na'hek’]

[ma'?ip’]

“fish (sp.)’

‘peanut’

‘wasp (sp.)’

‘breast’

‘far

‘mouth’

‘small’

‘to kill’

CL.CCV

3SF.FEM

‘to smear’

‘to fly’

‘lazy‘,l

‘to leave’

‘penis’

‘fan

‘fontanel’

3

‘log

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

14



/thyay/

/pi 2t/

fcl:lyl = e

/cal

liyd/

Point of articulation:

1kl = Ipi?/
/tik/

/ma?ip/

/makap/

le/: It/ = /can/

/tan/

/ict/

/iti/

e/ : Ikl = /macap/

/makap/

/naco/

/pako/

[ih'557]

[pi?'ti]

['pi?]
['tik™]
[ma'?ip7]
[ma'k:ap’]
['ca’n]
['[adn]

[i'c:i]

[i't:i]

[na'c:ap’]

[ma'k:ap’]

[na'c:o]

[pa'k:o]

*bitter’

‘Brazil nut’

‘CLASSIFIER’

“pick’

‘log’

‘peanut’

‘to pluck’
“to beat’
‘water’

‘deer’

*hair’

‘peanut’

VS.

VS.

VS.

V.

VS.

VS.

VS.

VS.

‘plantation field’

“fish (sp.)’
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2.1.2 VOWELS

Karo has the following vocalic (oral and nasal) phonetic segments:

front central back
i high i1 i u
! mid-high &% 23 00
| l:lid-low ) )
low a

Table 3. Vocalic segments (oral and nasal)

The vocalic phonemes of Karo are as follows:

front central back

high 11 i u
mid ee ) 00
low aa

~ Table 4. Vocalic phonemes (oral and nasal)

The rules that account for the occurrence of [e]:[€] and [o]: [2] as

allophones of the phonemes /e/ and /o/, respectively, are:
« [e] occurs in high-tone syllables’:

[ko'rét’]  /korét/ ‘guan (sp.)’
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/tin/ ['ti%n] ‘to burn’ VS.
/tan/ ['ta’n] ‘to walk’
lol :lal =  [kay/ ['kay] DATIVE vs.
/kay/ ['kay] - AUX.FUTURE
/apay/ [a'p:ay] ‘grandmother’ vs.

/a?-pay/ [a?'pay] “he died’

W:lol =  |upl ['up] ‘red’ Vs.
lop/ [op’] ‘papaya’
/na?tup/ [na?'tup’] ‘end’ VSs.
/na?to/ [na?'to] ‘tapir’

il hl = Iwin/ ['wi’n] ‘to feed’ VS.
Iwin/ ['win] “to kill’
/tati/ [ta't:i] ‘to bring’ Vs.
/koti/ [ko't:i] ‘one’

le/: 1/ =  [al-pey-a/  [a?'peya] ‘do it’ Vs. —
/a?-p€y-a/  [a?'peyal ‘step on it’
/korét/ [ko'rét’] ‘guan (sp.). vs.

[carék/ [ca'rek’] —  ‘slow’
lal:ld =  [kap/ [kap’] = ‘fat’ VS.

fKap/ = [k8p’l T “delicious, tasteful’







Open-closed:

/pe.wit/ *honey’
/i.gip/ ‘aunt’
/cd.at/ ‘slippery’
it/ ‘to squeeze’

/ca.ro.gin/ *smoke, cloud’

% ]

fa.tiy/ worm

/pe.in/ ‘to ripe off’
/ma.pay/ ‘rainbow’
/na.cey/ ‘plantation field’

Closed-open®:

/ma?.pe/ ‘gourd’

/ka?.to/ b
/i?.ke/ NEGATIVE PARTICLE
/a?.ti/ ‘he came’

/kuru?.cw/  ‘saliva’
/ya?.ci/ *bad odor’
/ko.ro?.pe/  ‘snake (sp.)’

/ya?.mo/ ‘sweet potato’

Closed-closed:

/a?.pem/ ‘otherwise’
/i?.net/ ‘wait!’
/ma?.pit/ — ‘path, road’

/ca?.wat/ ‘thorn’









P K=

Iol. I, Ik > Iol, Irl, Ig// __#V or G(lide)

Ipl:
[war iyom ib an]
wat  iyom ip at-t _

IS  father fish  bring.INDI
‘my father brought a fish’

[cawab wiy]
cawap Wy-t
sun go.out-IND1

‘the sun rose’

[naZcab yatep]

na feap yatep

head.hair fall(aDjJ.)
‘fallen head hair’

W'

[ma Awir ameko roy]

ma Pt ameko top-t s
man jaguar see-IND1

‘the man saw the jaguar’

"' No change of /t/'to /t/ happens when /t/ is followed by the glide /y/ in an unstressed syllable. In such
cases, an epenthetic /n/ occurs between /t/ and /y/. Examples are:

(1) on mewit nyegat (2) on a?cegat nyapé
on pewit  yega-t_ on a?-cega-t yane _
18G honey  search.for-IND1 1SG 38G-turn.off-IND1 first

‘I searched for honey’ ‘I turned it off first’



[ma Pwir yét  toy]
ma it yét  top-t
man this  see-INDI

‘the man saw this one’

[on  porér win]
on  korét win
1s¢  bird kill-IND1
‘[ killed a/the bird (sp.)’

k/:

[ma fteg ike]

ma ftek i ke
palm.tree NEG

‘it’s not (a) palm tree (sp.)’

[on  yaracewag yafti ndn]
on  yaracewak yaZti nd-n

IsG  wild.dog like  cop-INDI
‘I like the wild dog’

[vate narfcog &= wew]
yate narfcak wew
pig  nose large

‘pig’s largénose’

1b) /p/, t/ and /k/ chapge to their voiced counterparts /b/, /t/ and /g/ in word-initial

position after vowels or glides. _

Ipl, 1, I/ => ol I, Ig//V or G#
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Ipl:

[ora  becép]

ora  pecép

song ugly

‘ugly song’

[oyakay battem]
o0-yakop-t pr:ft=rem
IsG=dive-IND1 beautiful=ADVZ
‘ dove beautifully’

[pew bat]

pew par

wound lots.of

‘lots of wounds’

:

mdygara roba at
maygara top-a a?="re-t
snake see-GER 3SG=AUX-INDI

‘He left to see the snake.’

[ar  inaw rati]
at  indw tati-t
3sG  bird  bring-INDI

‘he brought a bird (sp.)” -

towiva
to=wiy-a

3Rr=leave-GER

26



[i7n6 gay ra]
i-no kay to
IPL.INCL=0ne.of DAT EVID

‘for one of us, they say’

k/: _

[oti gan]
0=ti-t kdn
1SG=come-IND| RPAST

‘long ago [ came’

[ivay gom]
i=yay kom
3imp=tooth  like

‘like a tooth’

[vaw goam]

yaw  koam
ray  also
‘ray t0o’

2a) /p/, I/, /k/ change to their nasal counterparts /m/, /n/ and /n/ word-initially after a

word ending with a nasal consonant. —
Ipl:

iyom mat
iyom p&?—
father beautiful

‘beautiful father’
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koran map
koran pap
fish cL.cyLB
“fish (sp.)’

It/
kiram natia
kiiram ta-ti-a

hummingbird com-take-GER

‘Bring the hummingbird!’

haran narap
haran tarap
monkey spotted
‘spotted monkey (sp.)’

k/:

iyom pom
iyom kom
father SIMIL
‘like father’

okun pit
o=kun kit

IsG=belly  white
‘my white belly’

\

2b) /p/, /t/, /k/ change to their nasal counterparts/m/, /n/ and /5j/ word-finally in a syllable
with a nasal vowel nucleus followed by a word beginning with a nasal consonant.

Ipl, It K/ => Il Ind, Ink /% #N
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Furthermore, if the syllable with the nasal consonant is also stressed, /p/ does not
change to /b/ but to /b/ instead. (This same rule also applies when the onset of the last
syllable also begins with the glides /w/ and /y/.)

.“p;" >Mh/V = # N('!‘SINSS} 12:

ma it tah  mom wiy
matwit tap mom wiy-t

man ASSOC only leave-IND1
‘only men left’

nayoh no

nayop no

leaf one.of

‘one of the leaves’ /
ocorah wét

o-corap weé-t
1sG=girlfriend cry-IND1

‘my girlfriend cried’

wayo bah yu

wayo bap yu

alligator CL.CYLB blood

‘blood of (an) alligator’

2.5 STRESS \ =

Stress occurs basically on the last syllable of Karo words. Less frequently, it
occurs on penultimate syllables. These occurrences are predictable in terms of segmental

and suprasegmental factors.

1 did not find any example where /p/ changes to /h/ before /1.




2.5.1 SEGMENTAL CONDITIONING OF STRESS PLACEMENT
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From the segmental point of view, stress can be predicted by the onset of the last

syllable: if it is a voiced stop consonant, /b/, /r/ or /g/, then the stress shifts one syllable to

the left.

lyaba/
/cobt/
/pibe?/
/pabe?/

[aoro/
/kirik/
/waro/
/mdéro/
/karo/
/were/
Iyuri/
/macirup/

[eirip/

/yogo/
/cego/
/tagip/
ligip/
[eigi/
/maga/
lecigun/
/itcogo/

/manogon/

['yaba] ‘rodent (sp.)’
['cobi] ‘hook’ 5
/'pibe?/ “foot’

/'pébe?/ ‘hand’

[a'ora] ‘parrot’

['kirik™] ‘green’

["waro] ‘snail’
['m373] ‘capibar’
['karo] ‘macaw’
['were) ‘frog’
['yuri] ‘tatoo’

[ma'c:irup”]  “bird (sp.)’
['cirip’] *bird (sp.)’

['yago] ‘eel’
['cego] ‘monkey (sp.)’
['tagip’] ‘bow’

)

['igip’] ‘aunt

['cigi] ‘spot’

['mogal : ‘mouse’
[e'ciigu’n]  ‘ant-eater (sp.)”

[i‘?'-cogo] ‘quati (sp.)’
[ma'n’6go’n] ‘rabbit (sp.)’
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[f the onset of the last syllable is of any other kind rather than /b/, /t/ or /g/ then the

stress falls on the last syllable.

/peon/ [pe'a*n/ *skin’
/mopik/ [mo'p:ik’]  “bird (sp.)’
/matek/ [ma't:ek’] ‘palm tree (sp.)’

/kuru?cw/ [kuru?'cu]  ‘saliva’

/pako/ [pa'k:o] “fish (sp.)’
/ya?o/ [ya'?2] ‘lizard (sp.)’
/ya?mo/ [ya?'m®s] ‘yam (sp.)’
/anana/ [ana'n‘a] ‘pineapple’
/manot/ [ma'n®st’]  ‘again’
/nahek/ [na'hek"] ‘fontanel’

/kiriwep/ [kiri'wep']  ‘butterfly’
/koyo/ [ka'ya] ‘crab’

A few exceptions to this segmental rule occur. In these exceptions, the last syllable
is stressed instead of the penultimate one, violating the rule which establishes stress on

penultimate syllables beginning with /b/, /t/ or /g/.

/acibe/ [aci'be] *[a'ciibe] ‘root’
/kiribop/ [kiri'bop"]  *[ki'ribop”] ‘frog (sp.)’
fp@o! [pa'bo] *['pobo] ‘owl’
L
/korem/ [ko're’m) *['kore®m]  “‘also’ G
/mirirty/ [miri'riy]  *[mi'ririy] ‘toad (sp.)’
/koran/ - [ko'ra’n], *['kora’n]  “fish (sp.)’
/pirun/ [pi'ru’n] *['piru’n] ‘round’
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/pagon/ [pa'go®n] *['paga’n]  ‘friend’
/cagap/ [ca'gap’] *['cagop]  ‘dish’
lyogoy/ [yo'gay] *['yogoy] ‘breath’

2.5.2 SUPRASEGMENTAL CONDITIONING OF STRESS PLACEMENT
Stress is also affected by nasalization and tone. In the first case, the underlying
nasal vowel of an ultimate or penultimate syllable is automatically stressed, regardless of

the type of onset of the last syllable".

Ultimate syllable stress:

fiyd/ [i'¥3] ‘Brazil nut’
/cokdy/ [co'k:0¥] ‘parrot (sp.)’
/ma?d/ [ma'?3] ‘ant (sp.)’
/aya?nap/ [aya?'nap’] ‘branch’
[yalci/ [ya?'cl] ‘bad odor’
[ciga/ [ci'g3] ‘bone’

Penultimate syllable stress:

Iwakaya/ [wa'k:3ya] ‘rodent (sp.)’

fiyal ['i¥a] “bird’

lyogdyom/  [yo'goyom] ‘beard, moustache’
/maygara/  [m3y'gar3] ‘snake’

/cimaran/ [ci'm3T3n] ‘snake (sp.)’
/konam/ ['kondm] ‘crazy’

/catowa/ [ca't:ow3] “fish (sp.)’

" There seems to be just one underlying nasal vowel per word in Karo. Furthermore, Karo does not have
words with nasal vowels as the nucleus of the penultimate syllable and voiceless stop consonants as the
onset of the last syllable, e.g. *[péki], *[ydca], *[tEpan], etc. The presence of such words would have the
effect of clashing the segmental and suprasegmental rules of stress placement. —_—
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Stress is also affected by tone: a syllable with high pitch is automatically stressed.

Only one underlying high pitch occurs per word. This type of conditioning interacts with

the two other types in the following ways:

A. conditioning by nasality: high pitch never occurs in a syllable of a word
which also contains another syllable with an underlying nasal vowel (e.g.
*['péka), "‘[:wéti], etc.);

B. segmental constraints: high pitch also never occurs in a penultimate syllable

if the onset of the ultimate syllable has a voiceless stop /p/, /t/, /c/, Ik/, 17/ (e.g.
*['tapik™], *['céka], etc.)

Examples of words with high pitch are'*:

lyogd/ [yo'gd] ‘egg’

/korét/ [ko'rét"] ‘guan (sp.)’/’fowl’???
/napia/ [na'p:{4) ‘ant (sp.)’

/méa/ ['méa] ‘turtle (sp.)’

/pewit/ [pe'wit’] ‘sweet’

/naytia/ [na'yaa] ‘ant's house’

Iwiup/ ['witp'] ‘native, non-domesticated’

2.6 PiTCH

Three levels of pitch occur phonetically in Karo words: high, mid and low. Of
these, only high and low are phonologically contrastive; mid pitch is the phonetic
reélization of low pitch in stressed syllables.

Since high, mid and Tow pitches do not rise or fall during their production, the

pitch system of Karo can be categorized as a ‘register level pitch system’ (Pike 1948).

" The phonetic convention I use to mark pitch is: high pitch : [* ]; mid pitch : [~ J; low pitch : unmarked.
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Furthermore, the fact that only high and mid pitches occur in stressed syllables,

and that high and mid pitches are also used to distinguish the meanings of words make

Karo a ‘pitch-accent’ language (Hyman 1975).

Some pairs of words distinghishable only by means of differences in pitch are:

/pén/
Ipén/

/can/
/can/

toy/

Itoy/

N

['pén]
['pén]
['ca’n]

[‘ca’n]

['toy]
['toy]

‘to open’ VS.
‘to step’

‘to wash’ VS.
‘to pluck’

‘to disappear’ Vs.
‘to see’

The examples below show the occurrence of low pitch in unstressed syllables and

mid and high pitches in stressed syllables:

/ma?pe/
[parato/
fameko/
Iyogd/
/pewit/
korét/

[ma?'pe]
[para't:o]
[ame'k:3]
[yo'ed]
[pe'wit']
[ko'rét"]

‘gourd’
‘armadillo (sp.)’
‘jaguar’
‘egg’
‘honey’

‘fowl’

[t thus can be observed that from the strict phonological point of view, only three

sequences of pitch occur in Karo:1) (low-)low-low, 2) (low-)low-high and 3) (low-)high-

low:
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low-low:
na?way/ [na?'way] ‘monkey (generic)’
Iwayo/ [wa'y2] ‘alligator’
/paramit/ [para'mit’]  ‘spider’
low-high:
/korét/ [ko'rét"] ‘guam (sp.)’
/caga/ [ca'gd] ‘eye’
lyogd/ [yo'ga] ‘tongue’
high-low:
/karam/ ['k3T3m] ‘hummingbird’
/napia/ [na'p:ia] ‘ant (sp.)’
/méa/ ['mP64) ‘tortoise’

2.6.1 TONE SPREADING

The high or mid tone of a penultimate syllable of a word in Karo spreads

rightwards to the last syllable (L = R) if the onset of this last syllable is a voiced segment
V. b/, Il Ig/, Iwl, Iyl, Im/, In/, In/.

/napfa/ [na'p:ia] ‘ant (sp.)’

lyaba/ ['vapa] ‘rodent (sp.)’
/piram/ ['pdFom] ‘wood (sp.)’ -
/karo/ ['karo] ‘macaw’__

lyogo/ ['yogo] ‘eel’

/kawan/ ['kdwan] ‘be fat’

/moriya/ [mo'riya]  ‘bead’
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| /a-ma-kéma/ [ama'k:dm4] ‘make it warm/warm it!’
/a-ma-pana/ [ama'p:dna] ‘make it beautiful!’

/panan/ ['p3n3n] ‘to give’

~ 2.6.2 PHONETIC PROPERTIES OF TONE

In order to check the measures of each syllable type with relation to their tone, a
sample of 140 words was taken from four different young male consultants and digitized
using the software CECIL. Two different patterns were investigated: 1. the absolute
measure of tone for each type of syllable (low, mid and high) and 2. the absolute measure
of change in tone from one type of syllable to another (from low to mid; from low to
high)".

Given the fact that tone patterns varied substantially depending upon the phonetic
environment (where differences in vowel quality and differences in stress interfere with
the production of higher or lower tones'®), the measures for each type of tone - low, mid

and high - are presented in a range. These are:

LOW: 109 - 128 Hz
MID: 117 - 146 Hz
HIGH: 146 - 172 Hz

The average range of tone transition from one syllable type to another was:

LOW - MID: 15 Hz
LOW -> HIGH: 33 Hz

" Due to the stress patterns seen before (in section 2.5) and to the tone spreading processes (seen in section
2.6.1), there are no occurrences of sequences high-mid, mid-low or high-low within simple words in Karo.
Two possible exceptions could be the words [ta:gip’], ‘bow’ and [i:gip’], ‘aunt, brother (female speaking)’,
respectively, in which the high tone of the first syllable does not spread to the following syllable, even
though the /g/-type onset is among the ones which allow the spreading of the high tone. These exceptions
might be explained when we recognize that these words might be lexicalized forms of a sequence of two
morphemes, tdk plus 7ip and ik plus 7ip. ~ ’
“High vowels carry intrinsically higher pitch when compared to lower vowels, and stressed syllables also
tend to have higher pitch as compared to unstressed syllables.
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CHAPTER 3
MORPHOLOGY

From a typological point of view, Karo can be characterized as mildly synthetic
and fusional. It does not exhibit intricate arrays of morphemes: noun phrases are not
marked for case, verbs do not have person marking, etc. Only a few inflectional and
derivational affixes occur, and a handful of clitics. The morphological processes that
occur are a few types of nominalization, two types of causation, a process of
adverbialization, and compounding.

The content of this chapter is as follows. In section 3.1 I present the word classes,
discussing their occurrence as bound or free forms. In sections 3.2 and 3.3 I describe the
affixes and clitics of Karo, respectively, and the phonological alternations associated with
them. In section 3.4 I discuss the processes of nominalization and finally, in section 3.5, |

describe the way compounds are formed.

3.1 WORD CLASSES

Nine classes of words occur in Karo: 1) pronouns, 2) nouns, 3) verbs, 4)
auxiliaries, 5) adjectives, 6) postpositions, 7) adverbs, 8) particles and 9) ideophones”.
Verbs, adjectives, auxiliaries, postpositions and inalienable nouns have in common the
fact that they must always be preceded by an argument, either a pronoun, a personal clitic

or an alienable noun.

Below I describe each of these classes and provide the necessary evidence which

helps categorize a given word as belonging to one class or another.

3.1.1 PRONOUNS I -

Four classes of pronouns occur in Karo: personal pronouns, possessive pronouns,

interrogative pronouns and demonstrative pronouns.

" Even though ideophones are considered a separate class of words, | will dess™.._ = -

particulars in a separate chapter, given their complexity. =
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! ndn  maygdra win

ndn  mdygdra win’

who snake kill-ND1

‘Who killed the snake?”

nin  én itop B
nan  én i=top
who 2SG  3iMP=see

‘Who/what did you see?’

nan  bihmam ekerap
nin  pihmam e=ket-ap

. who comiT 2sG=sleep-IND2
‘With whom did you sleep?”

The interrogative pronoun kigomat is used jointly with a noun (phrase). It also occurs
at the beginning of clauses. The function of kigomat is to request more (precise) information

about the noun to which it refers. kigomat may also occur in core or oblique function'®.

kigomat ip  pay
kigomat ip pap-t

which fish  die-iND1-
‘Which kind of fish died?’ (

kigomat ya én iwl

kigomaxt e én  i=wi

which bird 2sG  3mvp=kill

‘Which kind of bird did you kill?’

"I have not found occurrences of kigomat in ergative (agentive) function.



kigomat ivai nakd ma at yate
kigomat iyvi naka ma at yate
which stone head INSTR 3SG pig

‘With which knife did he kil the pig?’

41
wim
wi-m

kill-np2

Both interrogative pronouns, ndr and kigomat, can be used with the interrogative

particle ahya in general information questions.

nin  ahya mér a
nan  ahya mét a
who  INTERR here X
‘What is this here?’

nin ahya

nin  ahya

who INTERR

‘What (happened)?; What/who is it?’

kigomat (+ noun) ahya (mer
kigomat (+ noun) ahya (met
which () INTERR (here

‘Which kind of (...) (is this oné here)?’

a)
a

X)

Three demonstrative pronouns occur in Karo: yét “this (close to speaker)’, ror “that
_(close to hearer)’, and yeker ‘that (far from speaker + hearer)’. All three may occur in

either core or oblique function. The demonstrative pronouns are further discussed in

Chapter 4, section 4.3.1 .1, on noun phrase constituents.

3.1.2 NOUNS x

Nouns in Karo are not inflected for number, gender or case. For this reason, few

_morphological criteria are available to distinguish them from the other word classes. The

bulk of the criteria comes, then, from syntax and semantics. —






INALIENABLE POSSESSED NOUNS:

with possessive clitics
opia

o=pia

1sG=liver

‘my liver’

enaka
e=nakd
2sG=head

‘your head’

atkun

a’=kun

3sG=belly
‘his/its belly’

ALIENABLE POSSESSED NOUNS:

with possessive pronouns

wat ka Za

wat kaZa -

1SG.POSS house

‘my house’

et tagp L
et tagip

25G.POSS bow

‘vour bow’
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with full nouns
naway bia
naiway pia
monkey liver

‘monkey’s liver’

wayo nakad
wayo naka
alligator head
‘alligator head’

oweé gun
owe kun

baby belly
‘baby belly’

with full nouns

agoa fpor at ka Za
agoaipat at ka 2a
shaman POSS house

‘shaman’s house’

Noep at tagip
Noep at tagip
Noep POsSs bow &
‘Noep’s bow’

Nouns and pronouns may be followed by the associative particle tap. (Associative

constructions are described in section 3.1.7 below).



Koké rap

Koké tap

Hawk assoc

‘the Hawk people’
maipay rap
mapay tap
woman ASSOC

‘women (a woman and other women)’

afeot tap

afcot tap

3sG=seed ASSOC

‘its seeds’
tabat tap
tabat tap

3PL.POSS ASSOC

‘theirs (things)’ )
ifto rap

it tap

Iplincl = ASSOC

‘ours (things), us’

— Nouns are also the only class of words which can be modified by an adjective.

Adjectives are further described in section 3.1.5.



mawit cu
ma Mt cu
man big

‘big man’

maipay becép =

maipay pecép

woman ugly
‘ugly woman’
kirfwep pat

| butterfly beautiful
‘beautiful butterfly’

. 3.13 VERBS
| Verbs in Karo are also not morphologically rich, but the few affixes which occur,
words, including auxiliaries. .

Verbs are typically sentence-final elements which take modal suffixes. The moods
distinguished in Karo will be discussed in section 3.2.1 below. Verbs also take
derivational voice prefixes, a fact which distinguishes them from auxiliaries. As we will
see below, auxiliaries also take ' modal suffixes but cannot take voice prefixes.

Verbs are further subcategorized into transitive and intransitive. The distinction is
morphological as well as semantic. Morphologically, whereas transitive verbs can appear
with the impersonal passivizer pe-, intransitive verbs cannot. Intransitive verbs, on the
other hand, can take the causatives ma- and ta-, whereas transitives cannot. Semantically.
only one argument is necessary to fulfill the requirements of intransitive verbs, whereas
transitive verbs require two arguments. =

Even though it cannot be considered a criterion for distinguishing intransitive

from transitive verbs, it is worth mentioning that a few intransitive verbs include
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specification of number as part of their meaning. If the argument is singular, one verb is

used, whereas if it is plural, another verb is employed.

‘to come back’ ‘He came back.’ “You (PL) came back.’
pelem: ebe fcin Vs. tekori

pefeit-t e=pe lcit-t te=kori-t

run-iND1 28G=run-INDI 1PL.EXCL=run-INDI

‘to run’ *You ran.’ ‘We ran.’

wel. gawét vs. taperi

We-t pa=wé-t tap=peri-t

cry-IND1 3SG.FEM=cry-INDI 3pL=cry-INDI

‘to cry’ ‘She cried.’ ‘They cried.’

ken oken Vs. takéran
ket-t o=ket-t tap=kérat-t
O R | -
‘to sleep’ ‘I slept.’ ‘They slept.’
para fkat abara Zkat Vs. karocira Zkat
para tko-t a?=para kot karo=cira tka-t
come.back-IND1 3sG=come.back-IND1 2pL=come.back-IND1

One last point worth 'discus‘sﬁng is the word class status of the copula nd Even
though nd has a predicative meaning and takes the same set of modal suffixes as any
other verb or auxiliary, it behaves differently from verbs by not accepting any
derivational (voice) preﬁ;:as. It also differs from auxiliaries in sometimes taking one

argument and other times two, whereas auxiliaries always take only one argument.



3.1.4 AUXILIARIES

The term ‘auxiliary’ has a specialized sense in Tupian linguistics: auxiliaries in

Tupian languages do not necessarily co-occur with a lexical verb.

Auxiliaries in Karo are similar to intransitive verbs, in that both require a single
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argument and take the same set of modal suffixes. (One exception is the auxiliary wa e

which does not take any modal suffix.) They differ, nevertheless, in having no obvious

lexical meaning, except in reported speech, where one of the auxiliaries, 7, retained its

original meaning ‘to say/do”). Auxiliaries also differ from verbs in not taking derivational

(voice) prefixes. If an auxiliary occurs in a clause-chaining construction with a lexical

verb, it appears in the finite form, marked by the indicative suffix — or —p ; the lexical

verb appears in the non-finite form, marked by the gerund suffix —a.

Three auxiliaries have been found in Karo: 7, wa e and kap. Of these, only 7

and kap are inflected for mood. 7e and wa e are used with affirmative meaning in

indicative clauses. One of their functions is to introduce important referents into

discourse. The examples below come from an account of the Pear Film.

miy mam pépg
miy mam pén
long.ago X white.man

‘Long ago there was a white man.’

my  maipay na
may maipdy na

S0 woman CL.FEM

‘So, there was a woman.’

kandy abagon nap
kandy a?=pagon  tap  waiye
then 3pL=friend ASSOC AUX

‘Then-there were his friends.’

Zep towa
le-p to=7re-a

AUX-IND2 3R=AUX-GER

wa fye
wa fye

AUX

waiye
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The future auxiliary kap is used in indicative clauses. If any other transitive or

intransitive verb co-occurs with kap it appears in the gerund form. (The future auxiliary

kap is fully discussed in chapter 4, section 4.4.2.1.)

atwero toba okay
af=wero top-a o=kap-t
3sG=speech  see-GER 1SG=AUX.FUT-IND1

‘Twill listen to him.’

kom  i7kay Kabirera wia
kom  i7=kap-t Kabirera wi-a
how  1PL.INCL=AUX.FUT-IND1 Kabirera kill-GER

‘How will we kill Kabirera?’

tena Awara re ’kay

te7=na Avat-a te =kap-t

IPL.EXCL=]leave-GER 1PL.EXCL=AUX.FUT-IND1

‘We will leave.’

nin - mihmam ekab eya twara

nin  pihmam e=kap-ap e=ya Mwat-a
who COMIT 2SG=AUX.FUT-IND2Z 2SG=leave-GER

‘With whom you will leave?”’

kanday i7kap : awia
kandy i=kap-ap ' ar?=wi-a
then 1PL.INCL=AUX.FUT-IND2 3pL=kill-GER

“Then we will kill it.” _

i kona
i 7=kona

1 PL.INCL=EMPH

48



3.1.5 ADJECTIVES
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Adjectives in Karo constitute an open class whose prototypical occurrence is in a

noun phrase after the head noun. (A complete description of NP constituents is provided

in Chapter 4, section 4.3.1.)

Adjectives differ from verbs in not taking modal suffixes or derivational voice

prefixes. A few intransitive verbs, nevertheless, have been derived from adjectives with

the modal suffixes —, —p and —a.

kap

up
yakdp
picorop
pit
picot

pewit

wik
pitek

ca?yok

‘fat’
‘red’
‘hot’
‘*hungry’

‘beautiful’

‘naked’

‘sweet’

*sick’
‘cold’

‘sour’

kap +1t

up +t
yakdp +t
picotop + t
pat +t
picot +t

pewit + t

wik + t
piték +t
ca?yok +t

2 T 2 2

v

kay ‘to be fat’

uy ‘to be red’
yakdy ‘to be hot’
picori ‘to be hungry’
pén ‘to be beautiful’
picon ‘to be naked’
pewin ‘to be sweet’
wiit *to be sick’
pitégat ‘to be cold’
ca?ydgat ‘to be sour’

Adjectives (but not nouns) can serve as the basis for adverbs derived with the

adverbializer enclitic =tem. The enclitic =tem is discussed in section 3.3.2.)

maipay
ma ipay

woman

artoy
ar?=top-t

3sG=see-IND] little=ADVZ

ittem

Jit=tem

“The woman saw him/it briefly.’
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at  apyy gahméomnem
at  a’=ps-t kahméom=tem

3G 3sG=wait.for-INDl  quiet=ADVZ

‘He waited for him quietly.’

on  wat tap  yati nan clirem

on  wat tap  yati nd-n cli=tem

IsG  1SG.POSS AssocC like  cop-INDI big=ADVZ

‘[ like mine (family, personal things) very much.’

The adjectives of Karo also differ from nouns in not constituting nuclei of noun

phrases, and in never being associated directly with determiners.

3.1.6 ADVERBS

Adverbs constitute a closed class of items which do not appear with any
inflectional or derivational affixes, and do not serve as bases from which any other lexical
items may be derived. They typically appear at the ends of clauses or in initial focus
position. They generally indicate manner, place or time. Manner adverbials are the most

abundant. They are derived from adjectives and, as such, form an open (sub)class of

words.

cirem ‘bitterly’

clrem ‘very much’

maraptem ‘delayedly, longly’
cahmaraptem ‘wisely’

Kiptem ‘deliciously’ Y
pattem *beautifully’, ‘nicely’
fittem *shortly” =
carektem ‘slowly’

cehmdktem ‘weakly’ =
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kahmémnem ‘calmly’

winnem ‘crookedly’

Among the manner adverbs are numerals. (As we shall see in Chapter 4, section

434, numerals in Karo are constituents of Adverbial Phrases and not of Noun Phrases.)

kofirem ‘one’
cagaro komnem ‘two’
pagon néptem ‘three’
pagon nopattem ‘four’
pagon bayrem “five’
patpiktem ‘many’

Place adverbials constitute a closed subclass, and include the following:

mét ‘here’

tat ‘there (close to speaker)’
menik ‘there’

mém nu ‘very far away’

Finally, time adverbials also form a closed subclass, with items such as:

matet ‘yesterday’

min ‘today’ i
cak mam ‘tomorrow’

téna “now’

kandy “after’ =

miy mdm ‘long ago’
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3.1.7 PARTICLES

Cross-linguistically, the class of particles is generally defined negatively, i.e., the
class of words that are not part of any other word class. Karo does not seem to be an
exception. Particles in Karo share important characteristics which also distinguish them
from other words in a negative way. They do not, for instance, appear with any inflection
or derivation. They are also not derived from any other word class. They do not take
nouns as arguments, nor can they be modified by adjectives.

While it seems intuitively transparent that particles form a different category from
nouns, verbs, adjectives, auxiliaries and adpositions, it is not obvious how particles differ
from adverbs.

Particles form a separate class from adverbs in Karo for distributional as well as
semantic reasons. Distributionally, adverbs form a coherent category and always occur
either at the beginning or at the end of clauses (or sentences). Particles are not as
coherent. They can be subcategorized into different subclasses (depending on their
function, which is not always transparent), and have different distributions depending on
their subclass. The subclass of classifiers, for example, occurs exclusively inside the noun
phrase. The evidentials occur in most cases at the end of clauses (or sentences), but a few
may occur also in the middle of the noun phrase.

Semantically, while it is always true that adverbs in Karo have transparent
meanings (the usual meanings associated with manner, place and time which serve to
modify a proposition), the exact meanings of particles are difficult to determine. Particles
in Karo are used to perform a variety of functions. One set of particles is used in noun
categorization, and forms the group of classifiers (see Chapter 5). Another set is used as

evidentials (see Chapter 7). Particles are also employed to mark negation (i ke, yahmam
and taykit described in Chapter 4, section 4.5), interrogation (ahy2 described in Chapter 4,

section 4.1.2), and association (fap). s
The associative (ASSOC) particle fap occurs with common nouns, proper nouns
and possessive pronouns. It has the function of categorizing a set of entities associated
with a particular referent as belonging to a temporary group. It differs from the set of
classifiers of Karo in thlat the semantic categorization of the associative does not depend
onany intrinsic property of the entities. Nonetheless, tap shares a distributional feature

with the classifiers: in the presence of an adjective, tap also occurs twice in the noun
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phrase, once after the noun to which it refers, and again after the adjective, in concord (cf.
this and other features of classifiers in Chapter 5 below). This feature of the associative
particle can be seen by comparing the examples below where, in the first example, the
associative follows a noun which is not modified by an adjective, whereas in the second it

follows a noun which is modified by an adjective'”.

maipay rah  mom ikérat
maipay tap mom i=kérat
woman ASSOC only 3iMP=sleep

‘Only the women slept.’

maipay rap  pat tah  mom ikérat
mapay tap  pat tap mom i=kérat
woman ASSOC beautiful ASSOC only 31mp=sleep

‘Only the beautiful women slept.’

The associative particle also differs from the plural marker =to 7 semantically.

While the associative is employed to refer to the multiplicity of different entities
somehow related to the noun with which it occurs, the plural is used to refer to the
multiplicity of the same entity. In other words, the associative particle is used to group
together (or associate), for some reason, referents necessarily distinct from each other,
whereas the plural marker is used to refer to a group of the same referent.

This distinction can be better illustrated by comparing the pair of examples below,
where the use of the associative refers necessarily to the heterogeneity of somebody’s—
belongings, either animate, such as his/her relatives, or inanimate, such as personal items
(e.g. a hammock, pots, pans, bows, arrows, etc.). The use of the plural marker, on the

other hand, reférs to the uniqueness of somebody’s group of the same thingin the case in

question, houses).

" The phonological alternations that occur with the consonants /t/ and /p/ of the particle tap follow the same
changes presented in Chapter 2, section 2.4, for /t/’s and /p/’s in the same positions. -
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wat tap cf wat kafa Zatto?
wat tap wat kata Zar?=to?
15G.POSS ASSOC 1SG.POSS house CL.RD=PL
‘My relatives, stuff/things.’ ‘My houses.’

3.1.8 POSTPOSITIONS

Postpositions in Karo differ from verbs by not taking inflectional (modal) suffixes,
or derivational (voice) prefixes. They differ from adverbs and particles by taking an
argument as their complement. They differ from nouns by not appearing with any of the
noun modifiers (adjectives, classifiers, the plural clitic, the associative particle, etc.) and
not serving as arguments of predicates. They differ from adjectives by not taking the
adverbializer =tem, and by not occurring inside noun phrases: a postposition forms a
phrase on its own, which canonically occurs after (or, when focused, before) the clause.

Twelve different postpositions were found in Karo. Eleven of them have identical
distribution and are used to add an oblique (i.e. non-required) argument to a clause. (See
Chapter 4, section 4.3.3 on Postpositional Phrases for more details and full

exemplification of oblique case markers in Karo.)

POSTPOSITION MEANING TRANSLATION
(! koy DATIVE ‘at’
2. mai INSTRUMENTAL ‘with’
e ?erem DISPERSIVE ‘through’
4. pe? LOCATIVE ‘in/on’
5. —kom SIMILATIVE ‘like’
6. pihmam COMITATIVE ‘with’
7. ?ay ABLATIVE ‘from’
— & pik ALLATIVE ‘to’
_ 9. pat . INESSIVE ‘inside’
10.  pikop ABESSIVE ‘close to, outside’

11. pem : ADESSIVE ‘close to, at (a place)’
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The twelfth postposition, kona, is used for emphatic purposes. kdna has the same

distributional properties as other postpositions: it cannot receive any verbal inflection or
derivation; it takes one argument as their complement; it does not occur with any noun
modifier; it does not serve as argument of predicates; and, finally, it does not take the
adverbializer =tem). It differs from the other eleven, however, in taking only core
arguments as complements, and in having the possibility to occur also before the verb
phrase. B

Any core argument can be emphasized: the single argument of an intransitive verb
or predicate adjective, or either argument of a transitive verb. A full description of the

occurrences of kdna is provided in Chapter 4, section 4.3.3 on Postpositional Phrases.

EMPHASIS ON THE ARGUMENTS OF A TRANSITIVE VERB: ERGATIVE ARGUMENTS

owagon oyakay tokona
o=pagon o=yakap-t to=kéna
IsG=friend 1SG=push-IND1 3R=EMPH
‘My friend pushed me.’

on ip 5 okéna

on ip 2ip-t o=kona

1s¢  fish catch-IND1 1SG=EMPH
‘I caught the fish’

EMPHASIS ON THE ARGUMENTS OF A TRANSITIVE VERB: ABSOLUTIVE ARGUMENTS

mapay bit tokéna at ipty
mapay pit - to=kéna at i=p#y-
woman beautiful 3R=EMPH 3sG  3imp=wait.for-IND1

‘[t was.a beautiful woman whom he waited for.’



méa rokona én ibe tin ahya
moa to=kéna én i=pe tit-t ahya
tortoise 3R=EMPH 2SG  3IMP=roast-IND1 INTERR

‘Was it a/the tortoise that you fried?’

EMPHASIS ON THE (ABSOLUTIVE) ARGUMENT OF INTRANSITIVE VERBS

ma twit pekey tokona
ma it pekep-t to=kéna
man be.handicap 3R=EMPH

‘The man is handicapped.’

avét tokéna
ar=wé-t to=kéna
3sG=cry-IND1 3R=EMPH

‘He cried.’

EMPHASIS ON THE ARGUMENT OF A PREDICATE ADJECTIVE CONSTRUCTION

taraptem on okona
larap=tem  on o=kéna

spotted=ADVZ 1SG ~ 1SG=EMPH

‘[ am spotted.’
clirem at tokona ==
cu=tem at to=kona

big=ADVZ 3SG  3R=EMPH

‘He is big.’ = e
caropaptem gafto garo=kona
caropap=tem ka#to karo=kéna
sad=ADVZ 2PL. 2PL=EMPH —

‘You (PL.) are sad.” -



3.2 AFFIXES

Only a few inflectional and derivational affixes occur in Karo. In the two
following subsections I provide a complete description of these affixes, their functions,
and a full characterization of the processes of internal sandhi triggered by their

occurrence.

3.2.1 INFLECTIONAL AFFIXES

Inflectional affixation in Karo is limited to predicates (verbs, auxiliaries and
copulas). Only three suffixes occur, —¢, —p and —a. The first two suffixes represent the

mood categories of indicative (indicative I and indicative II), and the last suffix represent

the mood category of gerund.

3.2.1.1 INDICATIVE =T **
The indicative (IND1) suffix — is used in statements. It occurs exclusively in main

clauses when the order of the elements is SOV (the typical word order in Karo), and is the
most used modal suffix. It has two allomorphs, /-t/ and /n/. The allomorph /-n/ occurs

after verb roots ending in nasal vowels and /-t/ occurs in all other environments.

on  maygdra win togana pe? cf
on maygara wi-n tagana pe?
I1SG  snake kill-IND1 there LOC

‘I killed the snake there.’

at towirup fot clrem cf
at to=wirup fo-t __ cu=tem
3G 3r=food eat-IND1 big=ADVZ

‘He ate his own food a lot.’

It should be emphasized that the term ‘indicative’ is employed here in the absence of a better label, and
shiould not be interpreted in opposition to ‘imperative’ and/or ‘interrogative’, as is commonly found in other

languages around the world.
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oyawvan at mam cf
o0=ya twat-t at mam
1sG=leave-IND1 day X

1left during the day.’

on  madwit -at kafa toy cf
on  mawit at kaZa top-t
1S man POSS house see-IND1

‘[ saw the man’s house.’

The allomorph /-t/ of the indicative suffix — may also trigger internal
phonological alternations in the roots with which it occurs when these root end in /p/, /t/,

/k/, nasal stop (N) or /y/. The changes are the following:

I./p/ + /- > /y/, with two phonetic realizations, [y] in roots with final stress,
and [i] in roots with penultimate stress

top +t = toy ‘to see’

yakop + t -> yakdy ‘be.hot’

pap + t - pay ‘to die’
cérop +t -> céri ‘to be cured’
picorop+t = picori ‘to be hungry’ =

cahmarap +t -> cahmoari.  ‘to be dizzy/drunk’

~

2.V + /- 2 /n/, with two phonetic realizations, [n] after a nasal vowel, and [“n]
after an or‘alﬂvowel

yatwat+t - ya?wan__ ‘to come back’

ket +t - ken ‘to sleep’ =




ot+t - on

pat +t - pin

3./k/ + -t/ > /gat/

pitek +t -> pitégat

pepak + t -> pepagat

nok +t -> nogat
4. N+/-t/ > o/
pém + t - pén

pein +t - pe€in

pan +t -> pan

S0yl + 1t/ => Iyl

wiy +t > wiy

piy +t -> piy

3.2.1.2 INDICATIVE —P
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‘to be born’

‘to be beautiful’

‘to be cold’

‘to wake up’

‘to eat (intr.)’

‘to step’
‘to be torn/ripped’

‘to give away’

‘to go out’

‘to wait’

The indicative suffix —p (IND2) is also used in statements. It occurs in main clauses

when the order of one of its elements, either a noun phrase, a postpositional phrase or an

adverbial phrase appears in focus position, at the begining of the clause. (Focus

constructions are discussed in detail in Chapter 4, section 4.1.1.2.)

—p has three allomorphs, /-p/, /-ap/ and /-m/. The allomorph /-p/ occurs in verb or

auxiliary roots ending in vowels; the allomorph /-ap/ occurs in verbs or auxiliaries which

end in consonants; and the allomorph /m/ occurs in verb roots ending in nasal vowels

-

(there are no auxiliaries in Karo which end in nasal vowels).
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clirem at towirup Zop
cli=tem at to=wirup lo-p
big=ADVZ 3sG  3r=food eat-IND2

‘A lot, he ate his own food.’

at mam oyawarap

at mam o=yariwat-ap
day X 1sG=leave-IND2
‘During the day I left.’

ma A it at kaZa on itop
ma Pw it at kaZa on i=top-ap
man poss house 1SG  3IMP=see-IND2

‘It was the white man’s house what I saw.’

taganape? on maygara wim
taganape? on maygara wi-m
there LoC 1SG snake kill-iND2

‘It was there that I killed the snake.’

The allomorphs /-p/ and /-m/ are not involved in any type of phonological

alternation. They simply occur after verb (or auxiliary) roots ending, respectively, with an

oral or a nasal vowel.

ka+p kap ‘to walk’ —
fo+p Pop ‘to eat’ g
capé +p capép —‘to beat’
| pe+m peém ‘to step’ s -
Wi+ m wim  C‘tokill’ — :
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The allomorph /-ap/ is involved in the following changes:

I. Afinal /t/ or /k/ of verb roots changes to /r/ or /g/, respectively, before /-ap/. (This is a

regular voicing alternation that occurs at the word boundary level, involving voiceless

consonants. )

pelcit+ap  pe?cirap ‘to run’
yatwat +ap ya?warap ‘to leave’
picot +ap picorap ‘to be naked’
nok + ap nogap ‘to eat’

pepak +ap  pepagap ‘to wake up’
pittk +ap  pitégap ‘to be hot’

2. A final /p/ of verb or auxiliary roots causes the /a/ of /-ap/ to drop and is fused with the

remaining /p/;

pap + ap pap ‘to die’
yakop+ap  yakop ‘to sweat’
pep + ap pep ‘to be tidy’

3.2.1.3 GERUNDS
The gerund (GER) suffix —a is often used in clause combining to mark a non-finite

clause with the same subject as the finite clause (Chapter 4). The presence of -a causes
the voiceless stops /p/, /t/ and /k/ of the verbs to be voiced, changing them to their

corresponding counterparts, /b/, /r/ and /g/.

top +a - toba See
pap + a -> paba ‘die’ —
yakop+a  -> yakoba  ‘sweat’ T



ket+a -> kera ‘sleep’
yalwat+a  -> ya?wara ‘leave’

-

cit+a - céra wash’
wik +a > wiiga *be sick’
pitek +a -> pitéga ‘be hot’

citok + a - citéga ‘urinate’

-a is also employed in imperatives and in nominalized forms of verbs:

e=ker-a
e=ket-a
25G=sleep-GER

*Sleep!’

a’=tob-a
ar=top-a
3sG=see-GER
‘Watch it!’

e=bepag-a
e=pepak-a
2sG=wake.up-GER
‘Wake up!”

o=ker-a kana
o=ket-a kand

ISG=sleep-GER NOMZ

£

‘My place to sleep.”
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3.2.2 DERIVATIONAL AFFIXES

Six derivational prefixes occur with verbs. Five of these prefixes have a clear
valence changing function and can, for this reason, be regarded as the voice system of
Karo. The prefixes are: ma- simple causative (CAUS); ta- comitative causative (COM); pe-

impersonal passive (IPASS); fo- reciprocal (REC); and mam- reflexive (REFL). The sixth

-prefix, pe 7~has the meaning of optative (OPT) and it could be considered part of the voice
| system only in purely positional grounds.
These prefixes occur immediately preceding the verb root. They are described and

exemplified in the following subsections.

3.2.2.1 THE SIMPLE CAUSATIVE
Simple causative constructions occur with almost any intransitive verb but rarely
with transitive ones. In causative constructions, a semantic initiator causes a secondary

agent to perform or experience some action or state.
gent to perf p t tat:

on amaken
on a ’=ma-ket-t
I1SG  3sG=cAuS-sleep-IND1

‘[ made it/him sleep.’

et owd emakat
el owd e=ma-ko-t
2sG  mother 28sG=CAUS-walk-IND1

“Your mother made you walk.” —

ja omacopin
ga o=ma-copi-t
38G.FEM —lSG-_—CAUS-bE.faI-INDl

-‘She made me be fat.’
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The causative prefix ma- does not undergo any change itself, but may cause the
same alternations conditioned by the pronominal clitics: ma- causes the /p/ or /k/*' of a
following intransitive verb to change to its voiced counterpart /b/ or /g/, in an unstressed

syllable.

at amabara fkat

at  a?=ma-parafko-t

-

3G 3sG=CcAUS-come.back-INDI

‘He made it/him come back.’

on  emaberopit nakay
on  e=ma-peropi-t pa=kay
ISG  28G=CAUS-pinch-INDI 3SG.FEM=DAT

‘[ made you pinch her.’

agba fpat amagahmom ndn
agoa pat a ?=ma-kahmom na-n
shaman 3SG=CAUS-be.quiet COP-INDI

‘The shaman made him/it calm down.’

Otherwise there is no change.

on  amapori
on  arl=ma-parap-t
1SG  3SG=CAUS-empty-IND1

‘I emptied it.”

at amati
at a/=ma-ti-t
3G 3SG=CAUS-come.IND]

‘He made him/it come.’

/

' | did not find examples of polysyllabic intransitive verbs beginning with /t/ in an unstressed syllable.



on amaken

on ~ a?=ma-ket-t

1SG  3SG=CAUS-sleep-IND]
‘I put him/it to sleep.’

3.2.2.2 THE COMITATIVE CAUSATIVE

Comitative causative constructions are marked by means of the prefix 7a-. They
occur primarily with intransitive verbs but have been found on occasions with transitives.
They differ from simple causative constructions in that the semantic initiator, in addition
to causing the secondary agent to perform or experience an action or state, also performs

or experiences the action or state he/she/it initiates.

wat owda orakat
wat owd o=ta-ka-t
1SG.POSS mother 1sG=coM-walk-IND1

‘My mother made me walk, walking with me.’

on wat awe rabitéy
on wat awe ta-bitép-t
1sG  18G.POSS brother COM-cross-IND1

‘[ made my brother cross, crossing with him.’

na toat owé tanogat
na toat owé la-noga-t
3SG.FEM 3r.POSS baby COM-eat-INDI

‘She fed her baby, eating with it.’

ta- may both undergo and/or trigger phonological changes. The initial /t/ of the
prefix ta- changes to /r/ after vowels (either oral or nasal) or glides. /t/ changes to /n/ after

nasal consonants. =



After vowels:
én wat owé raken
on wat owé  ta-ket-t

ISG  18G.POSS baby COM-sleep-IND1
‘I put my baby to sleep, sleeping with it.’

on aZ=rati

on  al=ta-ti-t

ISG  38G=CcoM-come.IND1
‘I brought him/it.”

After glides:

én  yaw rati

en  yaw  ta-ti-INDI

2sG  ray COM-come-INDI

‘You brought the ray.’

at mirirfy ramoy

at mirir§y ta-mop-t

3G toad coM-dive-INDI

‘He dove with the toad.’

After nasal consonants:

agoaipat et iyom nakdy
agoapal et iyom  ta-kop-t
shaman 25G.POSS father com-be.hot-INDI

‘The shaman warmed your father (warming himself).’

— —
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cin  nakaga
cdn  takak-a

cat  com-walk-GER
‘Walk the cat!’

7rip  nakaga .
7rin  ta-kak-a

gl coM-walk-GER

‘Walk the (little) girl!”’

fa- can also trigger changes on a following intransitive verb if the first syllable of
the verb is unstressed. In these cases, the changes also involve the phonemes /p/ and /k/*?,

which become voiced.

wat awe orabitéy
wat awe o=ta-pitép-t
1SG.POSS brother 1SG=COM-cross-IND1

‘My brother crossed with me.’

na toat owé ragahmom  ndn
na toat owé ta-kahmém  nd-n
38G.FEM 3R.POSS child com-be.quiet cop-IND1

‘She calmed her child and calmed down herself.’

3.2.2.3 THE IMPERSONAL PASSIVE

The impersonal passive pe- occurs with transitive verbs, adding passive meaning.

No agent is grammatically possible.

| did not find examples of polysyllabic intransitive verbs beginning with /t/ in an unstressed syllable.
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The initial voiceless phoneme /p/ of the prefix pe- changes to its voiced
counterpart /b/ if the preceding element (a clitic or a noun) ends in a glide or an

unrounded vowel.

After glides and unround vowels:

oyay beme pan

o=yay pe-mena-n

1sG=tooth IPASS-be.dirty-IND1

‘My tooth got dirty.’

taykit yaw  be bewia

taykit yaw pe? pe-wi-a

NEG ray  CL.FLAT IPASS-kill-GER

‘Isn’t the ray going to get killed?’

taykit aZi  bekiga

taykit afi  pe-kik-a

NEG  sloth 1PASS-catch-GER
‘Did the sloth get caught?”

If the preceding element ends with a round vowel /p/ changes to /w/.

boi  Pet towaipara  towewl-a

boi— Ze-t to=paipat-a to=we-wi-a
0X AUX-INDI 3r=fall-GER 3R=IPASS-kill-GER
‘The ox fell and got killed.’

Finally, if the preceding element ends with a nasal consonant, /p/ changes to /m/.
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cim  mematwaba
cim  pe-mawap-a
meat  [PASS-fry-GER
‘The meat got fried.’

The alternations triggered by pe- are the same as those triggered hy both
causatives ma- and ra-. If the following element begins with /p/ or /k/** in an unstressed

syllable, then /p/ and /k/ change to their voiced counterparts, /b/ and /g/, respectively.

abebe 2tira

a/=pe-pe tit-a
3SG=IPASS-roast-GER

‘It got roasted.’

abegahmom nd
a =pe-kahmém nd-a
3sG=IPASS-be.quiet COP-GER

‘It got quiet/calmed down.’

| 3.2.2.4 THE REFLEXIVE

Reflexivity in Karo is marked by the reflexive prefix mam and is used with transitive
as well as with intransitive verbs. In reflexive constructions with transitive verbs, mam is

preceded by a personal clitic which is also coreferential with the subject of the clause.

on omamnoy
on o=mam-top-t
ISG  1SG=REFL-see-INDI

‘[ saw myself.’ s

| didnot find examples of polysyllabic intransitive verbs beginning with /t/ in an unstressed syllable.
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at tomamw in

at to=mam-wi-n
3sG * 3R=REFL-kill-INDI
"He/it killed him/itself.’

- In reflexive constructions with intransitive verbs, reflexivity occurs between its only
argument, the subject of the clause, and another argument in the oblique (generally the dative
case marking) form. The reflexive prefix is then attached to the dative marker, preceded by

the personal clitic coreferential to the subject.

owakan omamkay
o=wakd-n o=mam-kay
1sG=be.angry-IND]  1SG=REFL-DAT

‘[ am angry at myself.’

adwero wiy tomamkay
a’=wero Wiy to=mam-kay
3sG=speech  go.out-INDl = 3R=REFL-DAT

‘He spoke to himself.’

3.2.2.5 THE RECIPROCAL
Reciprocity is marked by attaching the reciprocal prefix ro- to the root of
transitive verbs. In reciprocal constructions, ro- is always preceded by a personal clitic

coreferential with the person of the subject of the clause.

lap  toroyapit

tap  to=ro-yapi-t
3pL 3R=REC-kill-INDI
‘They killed each other.’
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katto karorocapét ahya
kafto karo=ro-capé-t ahya
2PL  2PL=REC-beat-IND]l INTERR
‘Did you beat each other?’

3.2.2.6 THE OPTATIVE =

Optative constructions are marked by the prefix pe /- which may be attached to
intransitive and transitive verbs as well as to auxiliaries. The semantic function of an
optative construction is that of signaling ‘a speech act by which the speaker grants
permission to a 2™ or 3" person, as in “let him come in” (...)’ (Bybee 1985:166). In this
sense, optatives imply the involvement of a semantic agent, even though they do not
change the formal argument structure of the verb.

pe 7- both undergoes and triggers phonological changes. The initial /p/ of pe 7
changes to /w/ after a round vowel, to /b/ after an unround vowel or glide, and to /m/ after

a nasal consonant.

After vowels:

owe 7njen
o=pe ?-ket-t
ISG=0PT-sleep-IND1

‘Let me sleep.’

abe ?nat
a?=be 7-ka-t

3sG=0PT-walk-IND1
‘Let him/it walk.’

After glides: =
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naway be 7nat
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na2way pe 7-na-t

monkey oprT-walk-IND1
‘Let the monkey walk (free)!”
inaw be Pnogat

inaw pe 7-noga-t
CUrassow OPT-eat-IND1

‘Let the curassow eat!’

After nasal consonants:

kiram me éy
karam pe ftép-t
hummingbird opT-fly-INDI

‘Let the hummingbird fly!”

can  meZnen
can  per-ket-t
cat  OPT-sleep-INDI

‘Let the cat sleep!”

iy meZpat

tip  pe ?-ka-r—

worm OPT-walk-INDI
‘Let the-worm go (free)!’

The changes triggered by pe 7- consist of the nasalization of the first consonant of

the following transitive or intransitive verb in stressed syllables. The consonants involved

are, again, /p/, /t/ and /k/, which change to their homorganic nasal consonants /m/, /n/ and

/n/, respectively.
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fp/ 2 Im/
on  abe/mén cf on aipén
on  ar=per-pé-t on  arl=pé-t
ISG  38G=0PT-step-INDI 1SG  3SG=step-INDI
‘Let me step on it/him.’ ‘I stepped on it/him.’
W= n/
on  abe’noy cf on atoy
on  arl=pe-top-t on  ar=top-t
ISG  3SG=0PT-see-IND1 1sG  3sG=see-IND1
‘Let me see it/him.’ ‘I saw it/him.’
K =2 /y/
owe 7jat cf okat
o=pe ?~ka-t o=ko-t
1sG=0PT-walk-IND1 1sG=walk-IND1
‘Let me walk.’ ‘I walked.”

If the element following the optative prefix pe - begins with a vowel (or a glottal

stop + a vowel) , an epenthetic /n/ appears between pe 7- and the vowel.

on ip pe 2ty cf on ip 8y
on ip pe t-n#y-t on ip -t
I1sc fish opPT-catch-INDI I1sG fish catch-INDI

‘Let me catch a/the fish”’ ‘I caught a/the fish.’
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abe 7han cf a’an

ar=pe /- 7at-t a?=Zat-t
3sG=oprT-fall-IND1 3sG=fall-IND1
‘Let it/him fall.’ ‘It/he fell.’
3.3 CLITICS

Clitics in Karo are distinguished from affixes by their distribution. While affixes
occur exclusively with a given class of word (like the causative prefix ma-, which occurs

specifically with the class of intransitive verbs), clitics occur with larger constituents than

words (like the personal clitics which occur in noun phrases, verb phrases, postpositional
phrases, etc.).
Karo contains the following clitics: 1) a plural marker =to 7, 2) an adverbializer

=fem, 3) a set of personal markers, and 4) a nominalizer ko=. In the remainder of this
section [ will describe and exemplify their occurrences, except for the nominalizer ko=,

which will be discussed in section 3.4 on nominalization.

3.3.1 THE PLURAL =fo?
Prototypically, the plural enclitic =fo 7 occurs at the end of noun phrases, with

scope over the whole construction [(pro)nominal argument plus its modifiers].

kataro?
kafa=to ?

house=PL ==

"houses’

VS.

kata rarto?
kafta rar’=to?

house- CL.RD=PL -

‘houses’
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V5.

wat kaZa 7a pik=to?
wat kafa 7a? pik=to?
18G.POSS house CLR rest.of=PL

‘the rest of my houses’

The initial /t/ of =to ? alternates with /r/ when the preceding element ends with a

vowel or glide or to /n/ if it ends with a nasal consonant.

inakdaro ?
i=nakda=to ?

3iMp=head=PL
‘heads’

inawro?
inaw=to 7
Curassow=°pL

‘curassows’

wat na wayro ?

wat na tway=to?
15G.POSS monkey=PL

‘my monkeys’

karamno ?
kiram=to ?
hummingbird=pPL

*hummingbirds’
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cibekonno ?
cibekon=to?

vulture=PL

‘vultures’

tugno ?
tun=to?
mortar=PL

‘mortars’

=to 7also occurs in a few lexicalized constructions, where the plurality of the
referent(s) is somehow intrinsic>. In the examples below, =to ?is part of the lexicalized

word, and does not occur at the end of the noun phrase, its prototypical place of

occurrence.

pi vs.  piro vs.  piro cu (cf *kaZa=ro ci)
pi pi=to? pi=to? cu

foot foot=PL foot=PL big

‘foot’ ‘feet’ ‘big feet’

3.3.2 THE ADVERBIALIZER =tem

The enclitic =tem occurs in three different types of constructiens. The most
frequent occurrences of =tem are with adjectives. These are also the constructions where a
clear function of adverbial ization_ ;)ccurs. In these constructions, an adverb is derived
from an adjective plus =tem. Adverbs derived from adjectives occur in indicative
sentences, either initially or finally. Like other adverbs, they occur sentence-initially

when an auxiliary is present, and sentence-finally in sentences with indicative verbs:

* Usually, the lexicalized items refer to body parts such as ‘nostrils’, ‘feet’, ‘arms’, ‘ears’, ‘legs’, ‘hands’,
erc. h



oken curem

o=ket-t cu=tem
1sG=sleep-IND1 big=ADVZ

‘I slept a lot.”

curem wep

cli=tem o="re-p
beautiful=ADVZ 1SG=AUX-IND2

‘[ slept a lot.’

na ooy maraptem
na o=top-t marnap=tem
3SG.FEM 1sG=see-IND1 long=ADVZ

‘She watched me for a long time’

marnaptem

manap=tem

delayed=ADVZ

naap
pa=re-p
3SG.FEM=AUX-IND2

‘For a long time she watched me.’

The second type of construction where =tem occurs seems to be a variant of the

cf.

okera
o=ket-a

1sG=sleep-GER

cf.

otoba
o=top-a

1sG=see-GER
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derived construction described above, only with a different function. In this construction,

an adjective plus =tem occurs clause-initially followed by a (pro)noun or noun phrase.
These constructions function as predicate adjectives. No mood marker occurs, and no

further adjunct, except for another derived adverb, is possible.

cararem on
cara=tem on
long=ADVZ 1SG

‘| am tall.’
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kiptem at ahy2a
kip=tem at ahya
delicious=ADVZ 38G  INTERR

‘Is it delicious ?’

pdttem ma ipay L
pat=tem ma ipay
beautiful=ADVZ woman

‘The woman is beautiful.’

-

pttem curem wat owé tap
pat=tem cu=tem wat owé tap
beautiful=Apvz big=apvZz  1sG child Assoc

‘My children are big and beautiful.’

In the last type of constructions involving =tem, =tem is attached to the end of a
transitive or intransitive verb, after the indicative mood marker /-t/. Although it is clear
that the final construction with =tem has an adverbial distribution, its exact meaning is not
yet fully understood. My consultants suggest that the use of =tem in these constructions
adds a meaning of ‘seeminglyness’. In the examples from spontaneous speech, these
constructions with =tem are always followed by the auxiliary 7 in the finite form.

When =tem is attached to a transitive verb, the subject of this verb is omitted, and

the object can be in any person/number.

oloyrem at
o0=to-y=tem ar-re-t
1SG=see-INDI=ADVZ 3SG.AUX-INDI

‘He/it is pretending to be watching me.’ e

When =tem is attached to an intransitive verb, the subject of this verb is always

marked by a personal clitic coreférential with the subject of the auxiliary.
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okennem wet
o=ke-n=tem 0= fe-t
ISG=sleep-IND1=ADVZ 1SG=AUX-IND1

‘I am pretending to be sleeping.’

The initial /t/ of =tem, may change to its voiced or nasal counterparts, /t/ and /n/,
depending on context.

/t/ changes to /r/ after vowels or glides:

fel/ + /=tem/ [cirem/ ['ctire’m] ‘big’
big + ADVZ

lcdl + /=tem/ [carem/ ['cAre’m] “bitter’
bitter + ADVZ

Ipty/ + /=tem/ /piyrem/ ['piyre®m] ‘lazy’
lazy +ADVZ

ltaw/ + /=tem/ /tawrem/ ['t3wre’m] “far’
far + ADVZ

/t/ changes to /n/ after nasal consonants.

/pemém/ + /=tém/ /pemémnem/ [pe'mémn’e’m] ‘straight’

straight + ADVZ

fcagz'quc:ki':irmr + /=tem/ /cagaro komnem/  [ca'géro 'komn’e’m] ‘two’
two + ADVZ
Kin/ + /=tem/ /kinnem/ ['kinn‘e"m] *hard’

A

hard + ADVZ
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lwin/ + /=tem/ /winnem/ ['wi’nn’e®m] ‘curved’

curved + ADVZ

/cawarap/ + /=tem/ /cawarannem/ [ca'wara xJn"abm] ‘deep’
deep + ADVZ a2
/purug/ + /=tem/ /purunnem/ ['purunn®e®m]  ‘deep (eye)’
deep + ADVZ

After voiceless stops it remains unaltered.

/kap/ + /=tem/ /kaptem/ ['kapte’m] “fat’
fat + ADVZ
/pat/ + /=tem/ /pattem/ ['pét:e’m] ‘beautiful’

beautiful + ADVZ

wak/ + /=tem/ /wiktem/ ['wakte"m] “sick’

sick + ADVZ

3.3.3 PERSONAL CLITICS

A class of personal clitics occur with nouns, verbs, adjectives, auxiliaries, '
postpositions and a copula. The clitics which occur with verbs and auxiliaries represent
the absolutive case, used to mark the single argument of intransitive verbs or auxiliaries,
and the patients of transitive verbs. They are in opposition to the class of free pronouns,
which represent the ergative case, and are used exclusively to mark agent arguments of
transitive verbs. Two sets of personal clitics occur in Karo: those in the first set are used
to make reference to an entity in the world, while those in the second set establish

coreference with a grammatical subject.
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A personal clitic is always the first element in the phrase (noun phrase, verb

phrase or postpositional phrase). It is in complementary distribution with lexical nominals
in the same function. The two sets of personal clitics of Karo are distinguished only in the
third person. The set of referential pronominal clitics presents three types of distinction in
third person: 1) a distinction between third person and third person feminine in the
singular; 2) a distinction between third person singular and plural; and 3) the presence of
a third person impersonal. In the set of coreferential pronominal clitics all these

distinctions are lost, and only one form for the third person occurs.

Person / 1 2 %) 3 feminine
Number
SG 0= e= a?= pa=
(INCL) | i?=
PL karo= tap=
(EXCL) | t¢=
INDIEF i=

Table 7. Karo referential clitics

Person/ 1 2 3
Number
SG 0= £
(INcL) | i?= to=
PL karo=
(EXCL) | g= -
Table 8. Karo coreferential clitics

The phonological changes caused by the personal clitics involve the phonemes /p/,
/t/ and /k/ of the first syllable of the word to which they are attached. This first syllable

must be unstressed, otherwise no changes occur.

1) /p/ changes to /w/ following round vowels and to /b/ following non-round vowels.









ma it a kirik an
ma it a =kirk zat-t
man 3sG=green  bring-INDI

‘The man brought the green one.’

WITH AUXILIARIES:
tocitoga a ’kay
to=citék-a a >=kap-t
3R=urinate-GER 3SG=AUX.FUT-INDI

‘He will go urinate.’

kandy wep® okera
kanay o=re=p o=ket-a
then 1SG=AUX-INDI 15G=sleep-GER

‘Then I slept.’

WITH POSTPOSITIONS:

owakdn akay
o=pakat-t a ’=kay
1sG=be.angry-IND1 3SG=DAT

‘l am angry at him/it.’

ma it yawan napik
ma Pwit yadwat-t pa=pik
man leave-INDI ~ 3SG.FEM=ALL

‘The man left with her.’

* The first person singular clitic o= has a non-sylabic occurrence, w=, before vowels.

84
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wat iyom ip 2y owihmam
wat iyom ip 28yt o=pihmam
15G.POSS father fish catch-IND1  1sG=com
‘My father caught a/the fish with me.’

WITH COPULA:
maygara ci  ainan
maygara ci  ar=na-n
snake big  3SG=COP-INDI

‘It is a/the big snake.’

ma fpay pat panan
maipay pat pa=nda-n
woman beautiful 3SG.FEM=COP-INDI

‘She is a/the beautiful woman.”

pén a ’ndn
Pén a=nd-n
white.man  3SG=COP-INDI

‘He is a/the white man.’

3.4 NOMINALIZATION

Verbs, verb phrases and whole clauses can be nominalized in Karo®®. With the — —
exception of the nominalization of verbs by mesZ NI N

nominalized verbs show a non-finite form with the ger;nd suffix -a.

* There is no special nominalization construction for adjectives. When the concept conveyed by an
adjective is to be nominalized, (as in English ‘the beauty’) the adjective is used in connection with the noun
kana, the final conStruction meaning ‘Adjective + thing’, as in the examples below:

kand  pat and kana ci Y
kand  pit kand ci —
thing  beautiful -~ thing  big

‘beautiful thing’ ‘big thing’
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Transitive and intransitive verbs can also be nominalized by the particle kana,

‘thing’, yielding place nouns.

o=kera kana
o=ker-a kana
ISG=sleep-GER NOMZ =

‘My place to sleep.’

wat  ip ia kana

wat  ip ’8-a kana

Is¢  fish catch-GER NOMZ
‘My place to catch fish.’

kana is also used to nominalize verb phrases as absolutive arguments of the verb

‘to like’, yielding terms for actions®’.

on  arwia kanda yarti nan
on  a’=wi-a kanda yatti nd-n

1s¢  3sG=kill-GER NomZ like cop-INDI
‘I like to kill it.”

*’ kana is also found in a few lexicalized items containing an absolutive argument and a transitive or
intransitive verb in the participle form. The function of kanz in these items, nevertheless, seems not to be of
anominalizer, but of a regular noun (kana in Karo is a noun which means ‘thing’).
ydy cob it kana
yay cop it kana
tooth dirt— clean thing
‘dental floss’

i7nok kana y .
i?=nok kana =
IPL.INCL=eat  thing

‘restaurant’” -
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on  wat mok  pe cara kand yanti nan i 7ke
on  wat mok pe? cat-a kana yarti na-n i ke
ISG  1SG.POSS cotton CL.FLAT wash-GER NOMZ like COP-INDI NEG

‘[ do not like to wash my clothes.’

e  ekera kand yati nan ahya
én  e=ket-a kand yaZti nd-n ahya
286 2sG=sleep-GER NoMz like  COP-INDI INTERR

‘Do you like to sleep?’

katto karowéya kanda yafti nan
kato karo=wé-a kand yati nd-n
2L 2PL=cry-GER NOMZ like  CoOP-INDI

*You (pL.) like to cry.’

In the last type of nominalization, the clitic ko= nominalizes a whole clause as the
absolutive argument of the verb ‘to perceive’>®. Although ko= is a proclitic and attaches to

the verb ‘to see’ in the indicative form, its scope is over the preceding clause, whose verb

is in the gerund form. This can be seen in the example below, where the clause [aman an|

‘the rain fell/falls’ takes the non-finite form [am#n ?i?,rﬂ and,js nominali o=tobe !

the argument of “to see’. Notice that it is the verb “to see’ which takes the finite form (by

taking the indicative mood marker).

* That ko= is a nominalizer and not a complementizer can be seen in the following examples, where the
nominalized clause with ko= occurs as the argument of a postposition, and not as complement of a
perception verb.

owirup Ry kokay __ okap ocagapto cdra kodam
o=wirup  tép-t ko=kay o=kap-ap o=cagap=to? ciat-a kodm
IsG=sfEZ

‘While my food boils I will go wash my dishes too.”

Furthermore, ko= seems to serve also as the nominalizer of adverbs. Although this function of =ko
is not yet well understood, one example of such nominalization is:

matet koko@m ocagapto? Tet toyawiga
matet ko=kodm o=cagep=to?  Te-t ) to=yawik-a
yesterday NOMZ=also~ 15SG=dish=pL AUX-INDI 3R=be.dirty-GER == =

‘My things are like they were yesterday, dirty.’






korét capéot cf

korét capot

bird purple

‘bird (sp.)’

cego btk  cf
cego pik
monkey black
‘black monkey’

korét capdt pat but

korét capdt pat

bird purple beautiful

‘beautiful bird (sp.)’

cego bik  kdap  but
cego pik  kap
monkey black delicious

‘delicious black monkey’

* korét pat capot

* cego kap bk
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[N + Adj.] adjective compounds are few in number. Evidence that sequences like

these are truly compounds comes from the fact that a classifier cannot occur after the

noun.
paro  piy cf * pdro pe? py
paro p#y paro pe? pH
hands lazy hands CL.FLAT lazy
‘sloth’ ‘sloth’

cagdro marap cf. * cagadro fa?  morgp
cagaro maorap cagaro fa?  marap
eyes hazy eyes CL.RD hazy
“drunk’ ‘drunk’

!Hly a lew compour_l_!s COI’ISIS!lﬂg 0! 4a noun le.lS an mlranm!xve ver!

([N + Intr.V]) seem to occur in Karo. All compounds found so far employ the same verb,

wiy ‘go out’~ The resulting construction is still an intransitive verb which takes an

absolutive argument, like any-other intransitive verb (érf: ‘music’ + wi#y “to sing’; ora

‘feces” + wiy ‘to defecate’; wero ‘speech’ + w#y ‘to speak’). In these constructions, an

adjective may occur after the argument of the verb but cannot occur inside the [N +

-

Intr.V] sequence. -
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maipay ora  wiy-t
woman music go.out-INDI
‘The woman sang.’ cf.
ma fpay bat ora  wg
maipay pat ora  wiy-t
woman beautiful music go.out.IND1
‘The beautiful woman sang.’ but
*maipay ora  bat wiy
mafpay éra  pat Wy~
woman music beautiful go.out.IND1

‘The woman sang beautiful music.’

In compounds of the type [N + N] an alienable noun generally occurs first,
followed by an inalienable noun. The final noun is a regular alienable noun.
Combinations of two bound nouns are also possible, although not very common. The two

types of intervening material help characterizing these compounds:

Classifiers: An indication that a sequence of [noun + noun] is a compound and not a
genitive construction, is when a classifier occurs between the two nouns. As [ will
describe in Chapter 5, the normal position for a classifier in genitive constructions is after
the sequence [noun + noun], not between the two nouns. The classifier in this *normal’
position has scope over the whole (final) construction, not over one noun or another

alone. This is“illustrated in the examples below.

wayo naka bap cf. *wayo bah naka
wayo ‘naka pap wayo pap nakd
alligator head cCL.CYLB alligator CL.CYLB - head

‘alligator head’ ~ ‘alligator head’



92
classifier of wayo “alligator’: pap

classifier of naka ‘head’: ka?

kiriwep tem  ci? cf. *kirfwep ci? tem
kiriwep tem ci? kiriwep cf tem
butterfly wing CL.TFLAT butterfly "CL.TFLAT wing
‘butterfly wing’ ‘butterfly wing’

classifier of kiritwep ‘butterfly’: pe 7

classifier of tem ‘wing’: c#7

When the classifier occurs between the two nouns, it indicates that a compound is
formed. The resulting construction is still a noun, and tends to be a lexicalized expression

whose meaning is not the sum of its parts.

mok pe? cak# cf *mok caki pe? |
cotton CL.FLAT piece cotton piece CL.FLAT

‘cloth’ ‘piece of cotton’

wayo bap ci cf *wayo ci bap

wayo pap ci wayo ci pap
alligator CL.CYLB water alligator water CL.CYLB
‘alligator soup’ ‘alligator soup’

Adjectives: The occurrence of adjectives helps to determine the status of compounds in a
negative way. As I will demonstrate when describing the internal structure of noun

phrases, in Chapter 4, section 4.3.1 below, adjectives may occur after any noun in a noun

phrase. -
opdbe cigd i
o=pdbe cigd

1sG=hand blister
‘'my hand blister’ cf.



opdabe cu ciga

o=pabe cu ciga

IsG=hand big  blister

‘my [big hand] blister’

opdabe ciga cu
o=pabe cigda cu
IsG=hand blister big

‘my big [hand blister]’

cf.
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Therefore, when it is not possible for an adjective to occur inside a

[N + N] sequence, there is evidence that this sequence is a compound.

wirik kand VS.
wirik kand

edible thing

‘edible thing’

ip cahyoy VS.
ip cahyoy

fish dog

‘dog fish’

wirik kana cu but
wirik kana ca
edible thing big
‘big edible thing’

ip cahyoy kit  but
ip cahyoy kit

fish dog white
*white dog fish’

*wirik cut kand

*ip k#t cahyoy
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CHAPTER 4
SYNTAX

In this chapter I describe the types of sentences, phrases, predicates, the three
forms of clause modifications and combinations which occur in Karo. First, in section 4.1,
the types of simple sentences are presented and described. Simple sentences in Karo
include declarative (DECL), interrogative (INTERR) and imperative (IMP). Then, in section
4.2, the types of predicates are described. In section 4.3, the four types of phrases which
occur in Karo, noun phrase, verb phrase, postpositional phrase and adverbial phrase are
described. In sections 4.4 and 4.5, tense marking and negation are presented and
described. In section 4.6 I describe the process of reported speech, and finally, in section
4.7 the types of clause combinations that occur in Karo, clause chaining and

subordination, are described.

4.1 SIMPLE SENTENCES

Three basic types of sentences occur in Karo: 1) declarative (DECL), 2) interrogative

(INTERR), 3) imperative (IMP) They are described and exemplified in the next subsections.

4.1.1 DECLARATIVE SENTENCES

Declarative sentences are the most common sentences in Karo. Depending on the
position of the elements in the sentences, they are divided into two groups: the group with
astrict SOV order, called basic declaratives, and the group with one of its elements

focused, called focused declaratives.

4.1.1.1 BASIC DECLARATIVES
N
Declarative sentences in Karo have a strict SOV order. They may have one or two

arguments (depending on the type of the predicate) and a verb or auxiliary as its required
constituents: One postpositional phrase and one or more adverbial phrases may also occur

as complements.
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The main verb or auxiliary in a declarative sentence may take any of the mood
suffixes discussed in chapter 3 section 3.2.1. Examples of declarative sentences with

different mood markers are:

at  toat kaZa? Za? pén
at toat kafa? Za? pé-t
38G ER.POSS house CL.RD make-INDI

‘He made his own house.’

kanday at toat ka?a ?a? péya®
kandy at toat katfa 7a? pé-a
then 3SG  3R.POSS house CL.RD make-GER

‘Then he (went and) made his own house.’

at toat kata fa? pé mam
at toat kafa 7a? pé  mam
3G 3R.POSS house CL.RD make X

‘He is making his own house.’

4.1.1.2 FOCUSED DECLARATIVES

From a strictly formal point of view, focusing in Karo is a process whereby any
constituent of a basic declarative sentence appears at the front of the sentence instead of
occurring in its unmarked position. Functionally, focusing is used for contrastive
purposes. The elements which can be focused for contrast are either nominal arguments

or clause complements.

4.1.1.2.1 NOMINAL ARGUMENT FOCUSING

‘In argument focusing, the arguments of a transitive or an intransitive verb are

contrasted with another argument in the discourse. Different types of change occur

* An epenthetic /y/ occurs between a final vowel of a verb root and the gerund mood marker —a.
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In transitive focus constructions, the verb appears in the indicative mood, but with
the following allomorphs: /-p/ ~ /-ap/ ~ /-m/. /-p/ occurs in verb roots which end in oral

vowel; /-ap/ occurs in verb roots which end in consonants, and /-m/ occurs in verb roots

which end in nasal vowels.

wayo gap ar iZop i
wayo kip at i=20-p
alligator tasty 3SG  3IMP=eat-IND2

‘(It is) a tasty alligator (that) he ate.’

ar wayo gdp ot
at wayo kﬁp lo-t

‘He ate a tasty alligator.”

wat owd pa  On ibfyap cf
wat owa pa on i=p#y-ap
18G.POSS motherCL.FEM1SG  3iMP=wait.for-IND2

‘(It is) my mother (who) I waited for.’

on wat owd npa Py
on wat owd pa piy-t
18G - 18G.POSS mother CL.FEM wait.for-IND1

‘I waited for my mother.’ "

maygara ci én  iwim ahya cf
maygara cu- én iwl-m ahya
snake big  2SG 3imp=kill-IND2. INTERR

‘Was it the/a big snake that you killed?’




én maygara cu
én maygara cu
2SG  snake big

win
wi-n

kill-iIND1

‘Did you kill the/a big snake?’

FOCUSING OF ERGATIVES
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ahya
ahya

INTERR

When the argument to be contrasted is ergative, it occurs first in the sentence,

followed by the impersonal clitic i= and the auxiliary 22*° in the indicative mood. A

second clause, containing the absolutive argument (either in the pronominal or in the

lexical form) and the transitive verb in the gerund mood, follows the auxiliary. Since the

ergative argument of this second clause is coreferential with the subject of the auxiliary, it

is omitted.

ma twir yet [©  maygara
ma M it i=Tre-t [©  maygara
man 3IMP=AUX-INDI [© snake

‘(It was) the man (who) saw the snake.’

mapay bat yet [O
ma fpay pit i=Ze-t [0
woman beautiful 3IMP=AUX-INDI (%]

(It was) the beautiftil woman (who) waited for me.’

4.1.1.2.2 CLAUSE COMPLEMENT FOCUSING

roba]

top-a]

see-GER]

opiya]
o=p#y-a]

1sG=wait.for-GER]

When an adverb or postposition phrase is in focus, the /-p/ indicative occurs in the

verb or auxiliary (cf. chapter 3, section 3.2.1.2).

" The impersonal proclitic /=.takes the non-syllabic form /y/ when it occurs before a verb or auxiliary

which begins with a vowel.
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cdk mam  okap cim  %a
ciik mam o=kap-ap cim  7-a
omorrow X ISG=FUT.AUX-IND2 meat eat-GER

‘Tomorrow I will eat meat.’

7ttem on aftop =
7it=tem on  al<top-ap

small=ADVZ 1SG  3SG=see-IND2

‘Briefly I saw it/him.’

wat kafa 7a  pe? web aipiva

wat kata 7a? pe? o=Ze-p a?=piy-a

18G.POSS house CL.RD LOC 1SG=AUX-IND2 3sG=wait.for-GER

‘(It was) at my house (that) I waited for him/it.’

et kata 7a  pe? at epfyap
et kafa 7a? pe? at e=p#y-ap

2SG  house CL.RD LOC 3G 2sG=wait.for-IND2

(It was) at your house (that) he waited for you.’

By contrast, when the adverbial or postpositional phrase occurs in its basic order

at the end of the clause, the /-t/ indicative occurs.

cim  foa okay cak mdm
cim  fo-a o=kap-t . cak mam
meat eat-GER 1SG=FUT.AUX-IND1 tomorrow X

‘I will eat meat tomorrow.’

on  aftoy /lttem e
on  al=top-t 7it=tem

ISG  3SG=see-IND| small=ADVZ —

‘I saw it/him briefly.’



ailpia
ailpiy-a
3sG=wait.for-GER

‘I waited for him/it at

at eps

at epiy-t

wet wat
0= "re-t wat

18G=AUX-IND1

my house.’

et kata

et kara

38G  28G=wait.for-iINDl  2sG  house

‘He waited for you at your house.’

4.1.2 INTERROGATIVE SENTENCES

kafa
ka 2a
18G.POSS
fa pe?d
fa? pe?
CL.RD LOC
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fa  pe?
fa?  pe?

house CL.RD LOC

Two types of interrogative constructions occur in Karo: yes-no questions and

information questions. Each of these types is described in the subsections below.

4.1.2.1 YES-NO QUESTIONS

Yes-no questions are marked by the particle ahya, with no change in the pitch

contour of the clause. The form of the verb in yes-no questions is always finite, marked

with the indicative mood suffix — or —p. The position of the interrogative particle depends

N\
on the information requested. If the information is expressed by the whole clause, the

interrogative particle occurs at the end of the clause.

eken

eket-t

2sG=sleep-IND1

‘Did yeu sleep?’

eken
eket-t

28G=sleep-IND1-

‘Did you sleep well?’

ahya
ahyo

INTERR

mattem
p&'}:rem

beautiful=ADVZ

ahya
ahya

INTERR
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eken wat manikap pe?  bdttem ahya
eket-t wat manikap pe?  pat=tem ahya
28G=sleep-IND1 18G=POSS hammock LOC  beautiful=aDVZ INTERR

‘Did you sleep well in my hammock?’

If one constituent of a clause is questioned, that element is put in focus position at
the beginning of the clause and followed by the interrogative particle.
[finfezn " oo S . -, S —

occurs immediately after it.

en  ahya bép noy
én ahya Pég top-t
2SG  INTERR white.man  see-INDI

"Was it you who saw the white man?’

mirdr§y ahya imateran ndnin
mir i fy ahya i 7=ma-terd-t nanin
toad INTERR 1PL.INCL=CAUS-go.astray-IND1 EVID

‘Was it the toad who really made us get lost?”
A

[f information about the absolutive argument is requested, the argument itself plus
the interrogation particle are focused, and the verb takes the (non-finite?) unmarked form

with the third impersonal clitic attached to it.

pén ahya en itop”
pén ahya én itop
white.man  INTERR 28G  3IMP=see

‘Was it the white man that you saw?’

" If information was requested upon the whole proposition, the form of the sentence would be:

én pén toy ahya
én pen i~ top-t alya
= 258G white.man see.IND| INTERR

‘Did you see the white man?’

-
»



én ahya iker’”
én ahya i=ket
2SG  INTERR 3imMP-sleep

‘Was it you who slept?’
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Finally, adverbial elements can also be questioned. A postpositional phrase or an

adverbial phrase is questioned by being focused at the beginning of the clause and

followed by the interrogative particle. The verb in these cases takes the /-p/ indicative

mood suffix.

p&}rem ahys
pt=tem ahya
beautiful=ADVZ INTERR

‘Did you sleep well?’

wat manikap pe?
wat manikap pe?
1SG.POSS hammock LoC

‘Did you sleep in my hammock?’

4.1.2.2 INFORMATION QUESTIONS

ekerap

e=ket-ap

28G=sleep-IND2

(lit. “Is it well that you slept?”)

ahya ekerap
ahya e=ket-ap
INTERR 28G=sleep-IND2

(lit. “‘Was it in my hammock that you slept?’)

Information questions are marked by interrogative pronouns, listed below.

kiganape

kiganapot

INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS

— where?

from where?

" The form of the question for requesting information upon the whole clause would be:

alya
ahya

eken
e=ket-(

2S8G=sleep-IND] INTERR

*Did you\sleep?’
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kigope when?
kdm how?

kom igu how much?
nana why?

Interrogative pronouns occur at the beginning of the clause, which is always finite,
marked with the indicative modal suffix. The interrogative particle akys may co-occur

with the interrogative pronouns, immediately following them, but this occurrence is not
obligatory. Examples of each of the interrogative pronouns are below. In all but ndna

‘why’ questions, the —p indicative suffix is used.

kiganape (qhya) ekerap

kiganape (ahya) e=ket-ap

which.place (INTERR) 28G=sleep-IND2

‘Where did you sleep?’

kiganapat  (ahya) at etop

kiganapat  (ahys) 5 7 at e=top-ap

from.where (INTERR) 3G 28G=see-IND2

FromSREs. . = i ——
kigope (ahya) ekap eya twara

kigope (ahya) e=kap-ap e=ya Awat-a

when (INTERR) 2SG=AUX.FUT-IND2 2sG=come.back-GER
“When will you come back?’ 2

kom (ahyo) maygara etop

kom  (ahy9) maygara e=to-p -

how (INTERR) snake 2sG=bite-IND2

‘How did the snake bite you?”’
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kim  (ahy2) igu én ip  yapir’®
kom (ahya) igu én ip yapi-t
how (INTERR) many 2SG fish  bowshot-INDI

‘How many fish did you shoot with a bow?’

nind (ahya) agoaipat 6ra wiy  manaptem
nana (ahya) agoa ipat ora  wiy-t magap=tem
why (INTERR) shaman music go-IND1 long=ADVZ

‘Why did the shaman sing for so long?’

4.1.3 IMPERATIVE CLAUSES

Only one type of imperative construction occurs in Karo. The verb in imperative
constructions always takes the modal form of the gerund (suffix —a). The absolutive

argument is the only argument morphologically marked.

Marking of the addressee depends on transitivity. In intransitive commands, the

absolutive addressee isspecified by a second person proclitic, singular or plural.

ewsya karowsya

e=wiy-a karo=wiy-a
28G=leave-GER 2pL=leave-GER
‘Leave!” ‘Leave (you PL.)!"

” In some occurrences of the interrogative pronoun k&m igu, kom and igu are kept apart, kdm occurring at
the beginning and igu occurring at the end of the clause. It is not yet well understood why this happens.

Some examples are:

kom  (ahya) et pén yapia — igu
kom  (ahya) e=re-t pég yapi-a igu
how  (INTERR) 28G=AUX-IND| white.man bowshot-GER ~ many

‘How many men did you shoot (with a bow)?’

kém at ™~ ip yapia igu

kom  a?=re-t ip yapi-a _ igu o
how  38G=AUX-INDI fish bowshot-GER ~ many

‘How many fish did he shoot (with a bow)?’
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ekera karokérara™
e=ket-a karo=kérar-a
25G=sleep-GER 2PL=sleep-GER
‘Sleep!” ‘Sleep (you pL.)!’

In transitive commands, the ergative addressee is generally unspecified (because it
is recoverable from context), and the absolutive is indicated by either a pronominal clitic
or a full noun phrase. If it is necessary to distinguish between the second person singular

and plural, a free pronoun is employed at the end of the clause, in apposition.

taptoba (én / ka to)
tap=top-a  (én/karto)

3PL=see-GER (2SG/ 2PL)

‘Watch them!’
owirup tira (én/ karto)
0=wirup tit-a (én / ka to)

1sG=food cook-GER (2sG/2pL)

‘Cook my food!”

yét  maipay bat toba (én/ ka?to)

yét  maipay pat top-a (én/ kao)

this woman beautiful see-GER (2sG/ 2prL)

‘Watch this beautiful woman!”

wat manikap peya (én/ karto) =
wat manikap pe-a (én/ ka o)

1SG.POSS hammock make-GER (2sG/ 2pL)

a —

‘Make my hammock!”
S

* As discussed in Chapter 3, section 3.1.3, some intransitive verbs change their form when they occur with
arguments in the plural, either pronominal or lexical noun phrases.
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4.2 MAJOR PREDICATE TYPES
Predicates in Karo can be either verb phrases or predicate adjective constructions.
Verb phrases consist of an auxiliary, an intransitive verb, or a transitive verb plus

absolutive. (Verb phrases are described in section 4.3.2 below.)

kandy yét  pég [ ret]

kandy yét  pép [Ze-t] i
then this whiteman  [AUX-INDI]

“Then this white.man said/did.’

ma 2wt [ken]

ma tw it [ket-t]

man [sleep-IND1]

‘The man slept.’

on [a PweFo toy]

on  [a?=wero  top-t]

ISG  [3SG=speech hear-INDI1]
‘I heard him.’

Predicate adjective constructions consist of an adjective (with the adverbializer
=tem) plus a noun phrase. No overt verb or copula is employed (as occurs, for example,
in English ‘He is nice’, of Portuguese ‘Ele é legal’). The predicate in these constructions

appears first in the clause, followed by the argument that is qualified.

-

cararem on
cara=tem on
tall=aDvzZ 18G

‘lTam tall.’
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|

I ciirem wat kaZa 7a
ci=tem wat kafa 7a
big=ADVZ 1SG.POSS house CL.RD
‘My house is big.’

. pittem et owé rap
pit=tem et owé tap
beautiful-ADVZ 25G.POSS child ASSOC

‘Your children are beautiful.’

Other types of functional predicates such as predicate nominal, predicate locative,
existentials and possessive predicates are not conveyed by special constructions in Karo.
Predicate nominals have almost the same structure of any transitive declarative

clause. They differ in not occurring with a transitive verb but with the copula »4d instead.

kopat to wecéb ahdn
kopat to pecép ar=nd-n
animal PL(?) ugly 3SG=COP-INDI

‘He/it is an ugly animal.’

Predication of locatives in Karo are expressed by a regular intransitive verb of

movement, ka “to walk’, yakdy ‘to dive’, etc., or position ya ‘to be stood’, etc., plus an

oblique noun phrase with the locative case marker pe 7.

—

Anténio yan kafa Za nafot pe?
Anténio ya-n ka?a Z2a? naZot pe?
Antdnio be.stood-IND1 house CL.RD top.of LOC

‘Antonio is on the top of the house.’

-~

Existential predication in-Karo is also conveyed by a regular intransitive verb of

-movement or position plusa-locational adjunct (noun phrase + locative case marker pe?).
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tik wan ahya et kata 7a  pe?
tik wat-t ahya et kaZa Za pe?
mosquito fly-mND1 INTERR 28G.POSS house CL.RD LOC
‘Are there mosquitoes in your house?’ (lit. “Does mosquito fly in your house?’)

Possessive predication is expressed by using the intransitive verb ko ‘to walk’.

on  wat kata Za kat cagdro komnem
on  wat kafa Za kot cagadro kom=tem
ISG  1SG.POSS house CL.RD walk-IND1 two X=ADVZ
‘I have two houses.’ (lit. ‘My two houses walk.”)

at toat makari rakat

at toat ' makdri ta-ko-t

3G 3SG.POSS necklace coMIT-walk-IND1

‘He has a necklace.’ (lit. ‘He walks with his necklace.”)

4.3 PHRASES

Clauses (or sentences) in Karo are formed basically from noun phrases and verb
phrases. Adverbial phrases and postpositional phrases may also occur optionally. In this

section, each of these typei? of phrases is described in detail.

4.3.1 NOUN PHRASES

Noun phrases in Karo occur as arguments of auxiliaries, intransitive and transitive
verbs, postpositions, and predicate adjective constructions. Below I give a list of each of
the constituents of a noun phrase, and in sections 4.3.1.2 and 4.3.1.3 I provide a
description of geniti\?e constructions and noun phrase associations, respectively. In the

last section of the chapter, section 4.3.1.4, I deal with case marking and grammatical

relations. . N
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4.3.1.1 NOUN PHRASE CONSTITUENTS
A noun phrase in Karo may have the following constituents, given in their normal

relative order’":

|. Demonstrative or Possessive pronoun
2. Noun (or proper noun)

Classifier

Led

Adjective

Evidential

oy i =

Plural marker

In principle, none of the above constituents is obligatory, except for the category
of Noun. Demonstratives, possessive pronouns and classifiers can function as nominals. It
is rare to find more than two constituents besides the noun occurring in a noun phrase.
Below I describe individually the occurrences of the constituents that may enter a noun
phrase.

DEMONSTRATIVE OR POSSESSIVE PRONOUNS

The categories of demonstrative and possessive pronouns were already discussed

in section 3.1.1 above. Some additional examples are below.

[vét  pég] paipan

[vét  pég] paipat-t
[DEM white.man] fall-Npl

‘This man fell.” =

kanay [yét] Zet tocaropaba
kanay [vét] Pe-t to=caropap-a

then [DEM] AUX-INDI 3R=be.sad-GER

35 .y " s S
Numerals do not occur inside the noun phrase but rather as adjuncts, in adverbial phrases.



[wat
[wat

[1sG.POSS

‘My child cried.’

[karoat]
[karoat]

2PL.POSS

“Yours (your animals) are not at home now.’

NOuNs

Nouns in Karo are either alienable or inalienable (cf. section 3.1.2 above).

wét

wé-t

cry-IND1

i ke
i rke

NEG
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Alienable nouns occur usually once in a noun phrase. When two alienable nouns occur,

they form either a possessive construction or a compound (cf. section 3.5 on compounds).

In possessive constructions, the first noun is the possessor and the second noun the item

possessed. A possessive marker, at, always occurs between them.

ma tw it
ma Pwit

man

‘man’s bow;

agoa fpat
agoaipat

shaman

‘shaman’s house’

maipay
maipay

woman

‘woman’s hammock’

at tagip
at tagip

bow

kafa 7a?
kaZa Pa?

house CL.RD

manikap
manikap

hammock
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A noun phrase may also contain one or more inalienable noun. When two (or
more) inalienable nouns occur they are in a relation of modification to each other, and the
rightmost inalienable noun is the head noun. Since the resulting two nouns are still an
inalienable noun, they must be preceded either by an alienable noun or by a possessive
clitic pronoun.

Furthermore, even though it could be possible, in principle, for an inalienable
noun to occur preceding an alienable noun, this does not occur for semantic reasons. _
[nalienable nouns in Karo are items which generally refer to body parts and, thus, cannot

possess alienable items such as “house’, *hammock’, *bow’, ‘arrow’, etc.
/

adpdbe cigd

a=pabe cigd

3sG=hand blister

‘the blister on his hand (his hand blister)’

tanaka peon
lap=naka peon
3pL=head skin

‘the skin of their heads’

onakira cpp
o=nakira cop
1SG=ear dirt -

‘the dirt of my ear’
[
Finally, a mixture of alienable and inalienable nouns may occur in a noun phrase.
[n these cases, the relation established is one of possession. Free nouns precede bound

nouns and indicate the possessor.



maygara capop pi?
mdygara | capop pi?
snake tail CL.CYLS
‘tail of a snake’

agoapat nakad
agoa fpat naka
shaman head

‘shaman’s head’

/

owé  nakira cop

owé nakira cop

child ear dirt

‘the dirt of the ear of the child’

war owé nakira cop
wat owé nakira cop
1SG.POSS child ear dirt

‘the dirt of the ear of my child’

-
ite at owé nakira cop
ite at owé nakira cop
uncle POsSs child ear dirt

‘the dirt of the ear of my uncle’s child’

CLASSIFIERS

cf.

cf.

A complete description of the occurrences of classifiers, with examples, is given

in chapter 5.
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may maipay pa let at chapéu kd? tiga igana pe?
may maipay na re-t at chapéu kd?  tik-a igana pe?
then woman CL.FEM AUX-INDI 3SG.POSS hat  CL.CCV throw-GER ground LOC

‘Then the woman threw his hat on the floor.’

ADJECTIVES -

Adjectives in Karo are a class formed exclusively by bound forms which are
always preceded either by a noun or by a clitic pronoun. It is rare for more than two
adjectives to occur, and there are no special constructions with either comparative or

superlative meaning.

maipay pat
ma pay pit
woman beautiful

‘beautiful woman’

ma?ip cakot
marip cakot

wood chopped
‘chopped wood’

A personal elitic may also occur in place of the head noun. When this happens, the
adjective modifies the personal clitic, and together they may represent arguments of
intransitive verbs, transitive verbs, auxiliaries, postpositions, and predicate adjective

constructions:

owicorop ken

o=picorop  ket-t

IsG=hungry sleep-INDI

‘I slept hungry (or, better: ‘I-hungry slept’).’
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pagon noptem nakom nap  to
pagon top=tem nakom tap  to
three X=ADVZ kid  ASsOC EVID

‘three kids, they say’

In the example below the noun phrase is repeated at the end of the sentence, for _

the sake of explicitness on the part of the speaker.

may pén et kohmay Zerem tokaga,
may pén Ze-t kohmay Zerem to=kok-a
then white.man  AUX-INDI top DISP  3R=walk-GER

‘Then (I saw that) the white man was walking through the top (of the tree),

tomané madrna 13,
lo=mané marn-a ta
JR=whole = show-GER EVID

‘him entirely, they say’

pény to ~

Pén 12
white.man EVID—

the white man, they say.’

PLURAL

Occurrences of the plural marker =fo ? were discussed in chapter 3, section 3.3.1

above.
kandy pén Lep toat  mok pero? cdra ici pe?
kandy pépy Ze-p toat  mok per=to? cat-a ici pe?

then white.man AUX-IND2 3R.POSS clothe CL.FLAT=PL wash-GER river LOC

‘Then the white man wa$ washing his clothes in the river.’
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4.3.1.2 GENITIVE CONSTRUCTIONS
Two types of genitive constructions occur in Karo, inalienable and alienable. In
inalienable possessive construction the inalienable noun can be possessed directly by

either a possessive pronominal clitic or an alienable noun.

ocdp itf cap
ocdp itf cap
1sG=leg deer leg

/
‘my leg’ ‘deer’s leg’
ekap yate  gap
ekap yate  kap
2sG=fat pig fat
‘your fat’ ‘pig’s fat’
acaga aoro caga
acaga ) aoro cagd
38G=eye parrot eye
*his/its eye’ ‘parrot’s eye’

J

In alienable possessive construction the alienable noun can be possessed by either
a possessive pronoun or by another alienable noun, in which case the possessor ar occurs

between the two alienable nouns.

wat ka 7a " mawir at ka 7a
wat ka ?a ma twit at kaza
1SG.POSS _house man POSS house

~“my house’ ‘man’s house’



er ict

et ict
2SG.POSS water
‘your water’

at tagip
at tagip
3SG.POSS bow
*his bow’
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mapay at icf
mapay at ict
woman POSS water

‘woman’s water’

agoa ipat at tagip
agoapat at tagip
shaman POSS bow

‘shaman’s bow’

4.3.1.3 ASSOCIATION OF NOUN PHRASES

Strictly speaking, no conjoining of noun phrases in Karo is grammatically

possible. Association of noun phrases are done, nevertheless, by other means. Depending

on the function of the nouns to be associated, different types of constructions are used. If

the associated nouns are the subject of a transitive or intransitive verb (i.e., the ergative

arguments of a transitive verb, or the

absolutive argument of an intransitive verb), only

one of the nouhs occurs as core argument. The other noun occurs as an oblique argument

of the same verb, and is marked with the postpositional comitative case marker piamém.

/
at ip 7y Na kit
at ip Piy-t Na kit
3G fish catch-iINDl1 ~ Na?kit

‘He and Na?kit caught the fish.” (lit.

\

owakdn matet wat

o=pakdat-t matet wat

pihmam
pihmam
COMIT

: ‘He caught the fish with Na?kit’)

iyom pihmam  (towakdra)

iydm pihmam  (to=pakadt-a)

1sG=be.angry-IND]1 yesterday 1SG.POSS father COMIT (3rR=be.angry-GER)

‘My father and I were angry yesterday.’

[f the nouns represent the object (absolutive) argument of a transitive verb, they

~ occur in separate clauses with the same verb repeated. One of the forms of the verb is
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finite and the other is non-finite. The particle k6am, ‘also’, occurs at the end of the

second, non-finite clause.

at va win koké wia koam
at ya  wit koké wi-a koam
38G  bird  kill-IND1 hawk kill-GER also
‘He killed a/the bird and the hawk.’

/

If the associated nouns are in a Predicate Nominal construction, the second noun

occurs in the oblique form, with the SIMILATIVE case marker kom.

agoa pat cu a/nan Cabirera kom
agéa dpat cu a?=nd-n Cabirera kom
shaman big  3SG=COP-IND1 Cabirera SIMIL

‘He and Cabirera are big shamans.’ (lit.: “He is a big shaman, like Cabirera.’

o

If the associated nouns are oblique arguments, they are both marked with the same

case marking postposition, followed by the particle koam, “also’.

i
ka Ztay at na tway kay afi kay koéam
kaZtay a 7= Ze-t na fway kay afi  kay  koam
shoot 3SG=AUX-INDI monkey DAT sloth DAT also

‘He shot (arrows) at the monkey and at the sloth also.’

Finally, if the associated nouns are in a possessive construction, the second noun,

regardless of whether the possession is alienable or inalienable, is marked by the particle

koam, “also’.

ma wir at pewit, paat pewit koam
ma 2w it at pewit, paat pewit  koam
man POSS honey, 3SG.FEM.POSS honey also

‘the man’s honey, and her honey al







When two full noun phrases co-occur in transitive clauses, they both precede the
transitive verb. Their role is indicated only by word order: the first noun is the semantic

agent (the grammatical ergative argument) and the second is the semantic patient (the
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grammatical absolutive argument) of the clause. If the position of the nouns is changed, the

meaning of the whole clause is also changed.

iyom wat awe  capét
iyom wat awe  capé-t
father 1SG.POSS brotherbeat-IND1

‘Father beat my brother.’

wat awe iyom capét
wat awe iyom capé-t
1SG.POSS brotherfather beat-INDI
‘My brother beat father.’

Case distinctions are indicated, nevertheless, by the different ways in which non-

lexical arguments are represented: ergatives are marked by a set of free pronouns, while

absolutives are marked by a set of pronominal clitics. The free pronouns and the

pronominal clitics are in complementary distribution with lexical noun phrases.

oken cf
o=ket-t

IsG=sleep-INDI

‘I slept.’

ma dw it ken- cf
ma wit ket-t

man sleep-IND1

‘The man slept.’

\

owara fkat
o=para kot

1sG=go.back-IND1

‘I went back.’

ar=ken
a’=ket-t
3sG=sleep-INDI
‘Hefit slept.’



agoa fpat para kot cf.
agoa fpat para Tot
shaman go.back-IND1

‘The shaman went back.’

on ameko toy cf
on ameko top-t
ISG  jaguar see-INDI

‘[ saw the jaguar.’

on aftoy cf
on ar’=top-t

IsG  38G=see-IND1

‘[ saw it/him. ’(
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abararkat
ar?=paraka-t

35G=go.back-IND]
‘He/it went back.’

ameko otoy
ameko o=top-t
jaguar 1sG=see-IND1

“The jaguar saw me.’

at ofoy
at o=top-t
38G 1sG=see-INDI

‘It/he saw me.’

On relatively rare occasions, the reference of a pronoun or a clitic may be elaborated

with an appositive noun phrase. In the following example, the subject of the sentence “he’ is

restated as ‘this man’, probably to avoid ambiguity, since several other third person singular

participants were under discussion at the time.

may,
may
then

‘ThenL_

awaye,
a=waie
3SG=AUX

he,



yét ma twit,

yét  madwit

this man

this man,

toat,

foat ¥
3R.POSS

to his own,

toat pday gay rodwa
toat pdy kay to=re-a
3R.POSS \6ther DAT  3R=AUX-GER
his own other.

towagon - gay.
to=pagon kay
3R=friend DAT

His own friend.’

Finally, from the strict point of view of case marking, it is not possible to say that

Karo has a subject category for lexical noun phrases in simple clauses. There is no special

marking on full noun phrases, and the pronominal marking system does not follow a

nominative-accusative pattern. Since all arguments occur preverbally, it is not possible to

determine whether the single argument of an intransitive clause should be paired with the

agent or the patient of a transitive clause. Thus, word order does not provide a strong
argument for the presence of a grammatical subject.
Subjects occur, nevertheless, as an actual category in Karo at the cross-clause

level. both in clause chaining and in subordination. (A detailed description of how

subjects emerge in each of these types of clause combination is provided in sections 4.7.1

and 4.7.2, respectively, below.)



4.3.2 VERB PHRASES

Verb phrases in Karo are predicates based on an auxiliary, an intransitive verb, or
a transitive verb. (These are the only three classes of words in Karo which are inflected
for mood.) Adverbial phrases and postpositional phrases which occur at the ends of

clauses, are not structurally part of verb phrases.

on [er iyom noy]yp [matet] a4 p
on [et ivom top-t] [matet]
1SG  [2SG.POSS father see-INDI1] [yesterday]

‘[ saw your father yesterday.’

The fact that adverbial phrases and postpositional phrases do not occur inside verb
phrases can be seen in the examples below. Both can be negated independently in a focus

construction before the nuclear clause.

[tar  i7ke]avp on [aZtop]yvp

-
[tat  ifke] on [a?=top-ap]
[there NEG] 1SG  [3SG=see-IND2]

‘It was not there that [ saw it/him.’

-~

[min mam itke] v p pED [yowarap]
[min mam itke] pén [yowat-ap]
[now X NEG] white.man  [leave-IND2]

‘[t was not now that the white man left,’

The few constituents which may occur in a verb phrase are listed and discussed

below, in order of occurrence.

. Noun phrase

p—

I~

Verb (transitive or intransitive) or Auxiliary
3. Tense marker

4.—Negative particle -
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Noun phrases occur as constituents of verb phrases only when the verb is transitive.
The fact that transitive verbs plus their absolutives form a constituent can be seen in the fact

that they may appear together at the beginning of sentences in negative focus constructions.

agoa ipat [maygira roy irke]

agoa fpat [maygara top-t i’ke] _
shaman [snake see-IND1 NEG]

‘The shaman did not see the snake.’ cf
[maygira toba ike] agoaipat fet

[maygira top-a ike] agdaipat le-t

[snake ~  see-GER NEG] shaman AUX-IND1

‘Not seeing the snake was what the shaman did.’

In negative focus constructions with intransitive verbs, by contrast, the absolutive
noun phrase does not appear at the beginning of the sentence. Instead of the noun phrase, a
pronominal clitic is used. This pronominal clitic is always coreferential with the person of

the absolutive argument of the auxiliary.

matwit ken irke cf
ma it ket-t i ke |
man sleep-IND1 NEG

‘The man did not sleep.’

[to=kera itke] madwit e b,
[to=ket-a itke] malwit le-t B
[3R=sleep-GER NEG] man AUX-INDI —

‘It was not sleeping that the man did.’

The verb or auxiliary is the only obligatory constituent of a verb phrase. Their

morphology is restricted to the occurrence of an inflectionatmodal suffix and a few
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derivational prefixes (cf. Chapter 3, section 3.2.2). Examples of verb phrases containing

intransitive verbs, transitive verbs and auxiliaries are below.

a’ken
atket-t

3sG=sleep-InD1

‘He slept.”

agoa fpat Wiy
agoa ipat wip-t
shaman leave-IND1

‘The shaman left.’

on mdygdra toy

on maygara - top-t
ISG  snake see-IND1
‘I saw a/the snake.’

kandy pép vl 15 _
kandy pén le-t
then white.man  AUX-IND1

‘Then, the white man (...).

Verb phrases can also contain tense markers. Two past tense markers, co “simple
past’” and kdn ‘remote past’, and two types of future particles, yat and iga, both meaning
‘simple future’, occur as tense markers in Karo. (Tense markers are discussed in detail in

section 4.4.) .

on epty co
on epiy-t co

1sG  2sG=wait.for-INDI  PAST_ e

‘I waited for you’



owa Jpan aipéya

owa fpat-t apéy-a
IsG=fall.down-IND1

‘[ fell stepping on it long ago’

/
on  omeén meropir
on o=men peropi-t

IS¢ 1sG=husband pinch-IND1

‘[ will not pinch my husband.’

3SG=step-GER

yar
yat

FUT

pén yari toat

: N
pén ya -t toat
white.man  go.down-IND1 3R.POSS

gdn

kdn

RPAST

i ’ke
i tke

NEG

mok

mok

pe?
pe?

can  iga

cat-t iga

clothe CL.FLAT wash FUT

‘The white man will go down (to the river) to wash his clothes.’

7

Verb phrases are negated by two different particles, i Zke and yahmam. Both

particles appear at the end of the verb phrase. Negation is fully discussed in section 4.5

below. Some additional examples of verb phrases containing negation are:

on pén yati  nan

on pén yati
IsG  whiteman  like

‘I do not like the white man.’

tap  tay  nan i’ke
tap  tay  nd-n i’ke
3pL few  cop-INDI NEG

“They are not few.’

nda-n

COP-IND1

itke
i’ke

NEG



te oy itke tawrem

te 7=yop-t iZke taw=tem
lPL.INCL=liVe-]NDi\ NEG far=ADVZ

‘We do not live far.’

ewét yahmam

e=wé-t yahmam

2sG=cry-IND1 NEG

‘Do not cry!”

ip ’ya a ’kay yahmam
ip ’y-a | a ?=kap-t yahmam

S
fish  catch-GER 3SG=AUX.FUT-IND]l NEG

‘He will not catch a fish’
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Evidentials occur at the end of the verb phrase, following other constituents, if any

is present. (Evidentials are fully described in Chapter 7.)

at maygara win mena
at maygara Wit mena
3sG  snake kill-IND1 EVID

‘It 1s wondered whether he killed the snake.’

at maygara win nanin
at maygara wi-t nanin
3sG  snake kill-IND1 EVID
‘He really killed the snake.’

at mdygara win to

at maygara wi-t = 8
3sG  snake kill-IND1 EVID

"He killed the snake, they say.’



at maygara win igd
at maygara Wi-t iga
3SG  snake kill-iNnD1 EVID

‘He must have killed the snake.’

at maygara win coke
at maygara wi-t coke
33G  snake kill-iND1 EVID

‘He clearly killed the snake (but nobody saw the dead snake).’
e -

wat owé pga kat yat  itke
wat owé pa kot yat  irtke
1SG.POSS baby CL.FEM walk-INDlI  FUT NEG

‘I wonder whether my baby girl will not walk.’

4.3.3 POSTPOSITIONAL PHRASES
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mena

mena

EVID

Two types of postpositional phrases occur in Karo. One type is used to add an

oblique (non-required) argument to the clause; the other type is used for emphatic

purposes, exclusively with core arguments. Postpositional phrases of both types occur

either clause-finally (in basic SOV clauses) or clause-initially (in focus constructions).

They differ, nevertheless, in the fact that postpositional phrases with kona can also occur

clause-medially, sentence-initially and/or sentence-finally, when emphasis is on the

subject of the clause or sentence.

The postpositional phrases which mark oblique cases consist of two elements: a

noun phrase and one of a the eleven postpositions. (The complete list of postpositions was

given in chapter 3, section 3.1.8.)

abakan ekay
aP=pakdt-t e=kay
3sG=be.angry-INDl  2SG=DAT

‘He is angry at you.’



pén awin tagih ma
pén ar’=wi-t tigip ma
white.man  3sG=kill-IND] bow INSTR

‘the white man killed it with a/the bow.’

S
adwiy naco Zrerem
adwiy-t naco ferem

38G=go-IND1 forest DISP

‘He went through the forest.’

oken Pén at kata Za? pe?
oket-t pén at kafa 7a? pe?
1sG=sleep-INDI white.man  POSS house CL.RD LOC

‘[ slept at the white man’s house.’

pecéptem én et iyom pom
pecép=tem  én et iyom kom
ugly=aDvz 2SG 2s8G father SIMIL

“You are ugly like your father.’

nabenaoy abihmadam
ga=penaop-t a 7=pihmam
3sG.FEM=dance-IND1 3SG=COMIT

‘She danced with him.’

naway yari maZ?ip fay
nafway yadi-t maZip fay
monkey go.down-INDI tree  ABL

‘The monkey went down from the tree.’
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g  inadwara a pik
ok  i?=nadwat-a a 7=pik
let’'s  IPL.INCL=leave-GER 3SG=ALL

‘Let’s leave (go out) to him/it.”

(
ip cu gat ict  bat
ip cu ko-t ici  pat

fish big  walk-INDI  water INESS

‘The big fish swam in the water.’

paramu ‘a owikop
paramu e=7Ze-a o=pikop
sit.down 2SG=AUX-GER 1SG=ABESS

‘Sit down next to me!’

ci baipe bem wep owarakaga
ci pailpe pem 0=7e-p o=para tkok-a
water edge ADESS |SG=AUX-IND2 1sG=go.back-GER

‘I went back to the edge of the river.’

The postpositional phrases which mark emphatic arguments employ the
postposition kéna. The noun (or noun phrase) to be emphasized is marked coreferentially
in the postpositional phrase by a pronominal argument which is attached to kona.
—Depending on the grammatical function of the argument to be emphasized, the
postpositional phrase may occur in different places in the clause. If the emphasized noun
is the subject (ergative argument of a transitive clause or absolutive argumentof an
intransitive clause), the postpositional phrase occurs at the end of the clause, or

immediately after the subject“.

% In the examples | have, transitive and intransitive verbs seem to behave differently according to the type
of the modal marker they take. Transitive verbs seem to take the indicative marker, whereas intransitive
verbs seem to take the gerund marker. . i



on ip By

on ip 2ip-t

IsG  fish |( catch-INDI1
‘I caught the fish.’

on okédna ip
on o=kona ip

1sG  1SG=EMPH fish

‘I caught the fish.’

na tokéna

na tokéna
3SG.FEM 3R=EMPH

okona
o=kéna

1SG=EMPH

7y
’ip-t

catch-IND1

icf an
ict at-t

water bring-IND1

‘She will bring water to him/it.”

oken okona
o=ket-t o=kéna
1sG=sleep-IND1 1SG=EMPH
‘I slept.”

on okona okera

on o=kéna o=ket-a

ISG  1SG=EMPH

‘Islept.’

1sG=sleep-GER

yat

yat
FUT

atkay
a?=kay

3SG=DAT

Emphatic postpositional phrases can also occur at the ends of sentences when the

emphasized argument is the subject.

warnem [mirirsy
wan=tem [miririy
far=ADVZ [toad

let] [ipéya] B
re-t] [i?=pé=a]
AUX-INDI]

‘From afar, the toad cerifuses us,

[1pL.INCL=confuse=GER]






at Pén win paipiktem  mi#y mam
at pén wi-n papik=tem miy mam
3s¢  whiteman  kill-IND1 many=ADVZ long.ago X

‘He killed many men long ago.’

méganape  oOn ameko top matet
méganape  On ameko top-ap matet
here 1SG  jaguar see-IND2 yesterday

‘Here I saw the/a jaguar yesterday.’

pecéptem Zep min
pecép=tem  fe-p min
ugly=ADVZ (2SG)AUX-IND2 now

‘In an ugly way you did (it) now.’
An adverbial phrase may contain the following constituents:

1. Adverb (or Adverb + mam)
2. Negative particle
3. Emphatic particle

In the majority of cases, the adverb (or the adverb plus the particle mc‘im”), is the

only constituent of an adverbial phrase:

wat apay na pepat cok mam
wat apay na pepak-t cok  mam
1SG.POSS _grandmother CL.FEM wake.up-IND1 early X

‘My grandmother woke up early.’

7 The meaning of the particle mdm is not yet completely understood.
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in  aftoy pittem
in  arttop-t pit=tem
ISG  3sG=see-IND1 beautiful=ADVZ

saw it nicely.’

agéarpat pén win paipiktem
agba pat pén wi-n pa pik=tem
shaman white.man  kill-IND1 many=ADVZ

‘The shaman killed many white men.’

The negative and/or the emphatic particles occur only in cases where the adverb is

in focus. In these cases, the whole adverbial phrase occurs focused at the beginning of the

clause.

tena itke maipay ici  arap

ttna itke maipay ici  at-ap

now NEG woman water bring-IND2

‘It was not now that the woman brought water.’

pittem iZke ap towerowiya
pittem itke ar=7re-p to=werow#y-a
beautiful NEG 3SG=AUX-IND2 3R=speak-GER

‘It was not beautifully that he spoke.’

matet i’ke rokéna Petip Zep towetda
matet i‘ke to=kona Petip Ze-p to=peto-a
yesterday NEG 3R=EMPH Petip AUX-IND2 3r=tell-GER

‘It was not yesterday that Petip told it (the story).’



In non-emphatic occurrences of adverbial phrases, the negative particle occurs

inside the verb phrase, and the adverb occurs alone. The clause, then, has a different

meaning:

maipay ici an itke réna
mapay ici  at-t itke téna
woman water bring-INDI NEG now

‘The woman did not bring water now.’

atwero wiy  itke  bittem

al=wero wh-t itke pit=tem

3sG=speech go-IND1 NEG beautiful=ADVZ
‘He did not speak beautifully.’

Petip peton itke  matet
Petip petd-n itke matet
Petip tell-IND1 NEG yesterday

‘Petip did not told (the story) yesterday’

Sequences of adverbial phrases may occur in various orders, and may include

different subtypes of adverbials (place, manner, time).

ma Pw it ip il matet cagdrokomnem
ma it ip Piy-t matet cagdrokom=tem
man fish  catch-INDI  yesterday =~ two=ADVZ

‘The man caught two fish yesterday.’

ma 2w it ip Va3 cagdrokomnem matet
ma wit i ip 2Hy-t cagdrokomnem matet
man fish catch-INDI  two=ADVZ yesterday

‘The man caught two fish yesterday.’

1

o]

o |

5
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ar  atati baipiktem  mepik to
at a?=ta-ti-t papik=tem mepik to

3SG  35G=COM-go-IND]1  lots.of=ADVZ there X

‘He brought lots of it over there.’

Postpositional phrases usually occur immediately after the verb phrase. As a

group, adverbial phrases thus tend to occur at the ends of clauses.

war owd pa bakdn okay
wat owd pa pakdt-t o=kay
1SG=POSS  motherCL.FEM angry-IND1  1SG=DAT

‘My mother was angry at me.’

war owa pa bakadn okay matet
wat owd pa pakat-t o=kay matet
1SG=POSS mother CL.FEM angry-INDl  1SG=DAT yesterday

‘My mother was angry at me yesterday.’

war owd pa bakan okay...
wat owd pa pakat-t o=kay
18G=POSS mother CL.FEM angry-IND1  1SG=DAT

‘My mother was angry at me...

...matet pPén at kaZa 7a  pe?
matet pén at ka7a 7a? pe?

vesterday = whiteman POSS house CL.RD LOC

... yesterday at the white man’s house.’



4.4 TENSE

Tense in Karo is marked only analytically. Past tense is marked by two particles
and future is marked by two particles and one auxiliary. None of these markers is
obligatory in the sentences of Karo. Their presence serves to reinforce the past or future
occurrence of an event or state. In the sections below I describe each of these tenses in

detail.

4.4.1 PAsT

Two particles are employed in Karo to signal that an action or state occurred in the
past, with the present moment as the point of reference: co, used for actions in the recent
or simple past, and kdn, used for actions in the remote or mythological past. The cut-off
point for the use of one or another particle seems to be vague. Examples of kdn were

found to describe situations occurring 10-15 years before, a century earlier, and in mythic

times.

pun  wet co

pug  o=~re-t co

shoot 1SG=AUX-INDI PAST

‘I shot.”

eken ahya co béttem
e=ket-t ahya co  pdt=tem
28G=sleep-IND1 INTERR PAST beautiful=ADVZ
‘Did you sleep well?’

on rin  macéri gdn

on 7ig  ma-céri-t karn I

IsG  girl  caus-heal-INDI RPAST o

‘I healed the girl (long ago).’

co and kdn may co-occur with semantically compatible time adverbials.
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iyom  pen co matet
iyom ket-t co matet
father sleep-IND1 ~ PAST yesterday

‘father slept yesterday’

idvat yaimo ci ka? lor ike werem pidn
ifyat yaimo ci ka? lo-t itke werem kdn
IPL.INCL sweet.potato water CL.CCV eat-INDI NEG firstly RPAST

‘In the beginning we did not eat sweet potato soup.’

toto ibeto miy mam nadn
toto i=betd miy mam kdn
grandfather  3imp-tell long.ago X RPAST

‘It was grandfather who told (the story) long ago.’

Only the past marker co was found to co-occur with future markers, meaning a
future with reference to the past. Two types of futures occur with co, the auxiliary future -

kap and the particle yat.

war ici  fara okay co
wat ict  fat-a o=kap-t co
1SG.POSS water bring—GER 1SG=AUX.FUT-INDl1 PAST

‘I was going to bring my water.’

iyom ikap towenaoba  co
iyom i=kap-ap to=penaop-a co
father 3IMP=AUX.FUT-IND2 3R=dance-GERPAST

‘Dad was going to dance.’

on cim  yegat yat  co
on cim  yega-t yat  co
ISG  meat hunt-INDI FUT PAST

‘[ was going to hunt.” -



139
on owirap tin yat  co
on o=wirap tit-t yat  co
IsG  1sG=food cook-INDI  FUT  PAST

‘I was going to cook my food.’

It is common in Karo to find occurrences of both past markers in the same
clause®®. In all of the cases found so far, the simple past marker co occurs before the ~

remote past marker kdn.

wat kana rakaga wet co kin

wat kand takok-a 0= le-t co kdn

1SG.POSS thing coMmiT-walk-GER 1SG=AUX-INDI PAST RPAST
‘I had my things long ago.’

on opit may mam co kdn

on o=pi-t may mam co kdn

1SG  1sG=perforate-INDl long X PAST RPAST

‘I took the vaccine long ago’

4.4.2 FUTURE
There are three different ways in which future time is indicated in Karo: 1) by
means of a future auxiliary kap, 2) by means of a particle yat, and 3) by means of another

particle iga.

4.4.2.1 THE FUTURE AUXILIARY KAP

The-future auxiliary kap is employed to indicate that an event is about to occur
(‘immediate or proximate future’). kap occurs with the /-p/ and /-t/ indicative moods,
under the usual circumstances: /-p/ is used when an element of the clause is put into

focus, and /-t/ is-employed in all other environments.

* | am not certain of the specific meaning of this type of occurrence besides the clear past meaning.
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In constructions w1th the auxiliary kap, the verb which specifies the main action or
event (either a transitive or intransitive verb) always occurs in a separate clause and takes
the non-finite form of the gerund. (kap forms a verb phrase on its own.)

Like other constructions involving dependent clauses, future constructions with
kap show behavioral evidence of a subject category. The subject of the future auxiliary is
always coreferential with the subject of the associated full verb. The marking of the
subject of the non-finite verb is expressed with a special coreferential proclitic if the verb
is intransitive, and omitted if the verb is transitive.

In the first type of construction, the intransitive verb in the gerund form occurs
first, followed by a Noun Phrase + AUXILIARY FUTURE, which receives the indicative

mood marking.

| v

tokera [maPwit cu]  kay
to=ket-a [ma Pwit cif  kap-t
3R=sleep-GER [man big] AUX.FUT-IND1

"The big man is going to sleep.’

v

owiya okay
o=wiy-a o=kap-t
1sG=leave-GER 1SG=AUX.FUT-INDI

‘l am going to leave.’

In cases where the verb is transitive, a personal proclitic is also attached to it, but
it marks the absolutive argument of the sentence. The ergative argument, which is always

coreferential with the person of the subject of the future auxiliary, is omitted.
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l _ v

(9) maygara wia [wat owe] kay
(0) maygara wi-a [wat owé] kap-t
() snake kill-GER [1S8G.POSS child] AUX.FUT-INDI

‘My son is going to kill a/the snake.’

I v

(9) artoba curem a ’kay
(0) ar=toba clirem a ’=kap-t
(@) 3sG=see-INDI big=ADVZ 3SG=AUX.FUT-INDI1

‘He is going to see it well.’

Future constructions with kap may also be negated with the negative particle i Zke.
In these cases, the negative particle occurs in the clause which contains the non-finite

verb (either intransitive or transitive).

|
tokera itke [madwit cu/] gay

to=ket-a itke [matwit cu  kap-t
3R=sleep-GER NEG [man big] AUX.FUT-INDI

“The big man is not going to sleep.’

;

owwa itke okay
o=wiy-a itke o=kap-t
1sG=leave-GER NEG 1SG=AUX.FUT-INDI

‘[ am not going to leave.’



I

(0) maygadra wia i ke
(0) maygara wi-a i ke
(©) snake kill-GER NEG

‘My son is not going to kill a/the snake.”

=

[war

[wat

[15G.POSS

(0) aroba itke cirem
(0) al=top-a itke cu=tem
(@) 3sG=see-INDI NEG  big=ADVZ

‘He is not going to see it well.’

4.4.2.2 THE FUTURE PARTICLE YAT

v

a Zkay
a =kap-t
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oweé] gay
owé] kap-t

child] AUX.FUT-INDI

3SG=AUX.FUT-INDI]

The second type of future is marked by the particle yat, which is employed to

mark simple future. In constructions with yat, the main verb or auxiliary takes the

indicative mood form. yat then occurs at the end of the clause.

ameko cu yaiwan yat
ameko ci ya dwat-t yat
jaguar big  leave.INDI FUT
"The big jaguar will leave.’

on a oy yat

an a fiop-t yat

1SG  3SG=see-INDI FUT
‘I will see him/it.’

yat also occurs referring to nouns in noun phrases, meaning [future NJ.
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wat katfa 7Za  yat
wat kaZa 7a? yat
18G.POSS house CL.RD FUT

‘My future house.’

arcey ga yat
ar=cey na yat
3sG=wife CL.FEM FUT

*his future wife’

The future particle yat may also occur with the negative particle i Ze. In these

cases, the latter particle follows the former.

ameko cu yawan nyat irke
ameko cu  yaiwat-t yat  ifke

jaguar big  leave.NDI FUT NEG

‘The big jaguar will not leave.’

on a oy yar  irke
on  arl=top-t yat ke
18G 3sG=see-IND1 FUT  NEG

‘T will not see him/it.’

4.4.2.3 THE FUTURE PARTICLE /GA

The last type of future employs the particle iga, and is used to mark simple future

exclusively in negative-interrogative clauses® . In these clauses, the negative particle

** 1 have found a few examples where iga is also employed in complex sentences with purposive meaning
(cf. the examples below), but at present I do not have knowledge of this use in other types of complex
clauses (temporal and/or cause). Some of the few examples | found are:

oya Mwara okay oken iga or
o=ya Pwar-a o=kap-t o=ket-1 iga
ISG=leave-GER  1SG=FUT ISG=sleep-IND| FUT

‘I am going to leave to sleep’-
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taykit occurs first, followed by the transitive or intransitive verb in a finite form with

indicative marking.

taykir at atoy iga
taykit at ar’=top-t iga
NEG 3SG  3SG=see-INDI FUT

‘Isn’t he going to se€ it/him?’

taykir arken iga
taykit a?=ket-t iga
NEG  3SG=sleep-INDI FUT

‘Isn’t he going to sleep?’

4.5 NEGATION
Negation in Karo is marked by means of three different particles, i 7ke, yahmam,
and taykit. Each particle occurs with a different type of clause and is described in detail in

the subsections below.

4.5.1 THE NEGATIVE PARTICLE / 7KE
The negative particle i ke is the most frequent. It appears in declarative and future
clauses. In declarative clauses, i Ze occurs in different places of the clause, depending on

the scope of the negation. When its scope is over ergative or absolutive noun phrases,

adverbial phrases, or postpositional phrases, these phrases occur in focus position at the

oyawan nvat  oken iga

o=yaMvat-t yat  o=ket-t iga

15G-leave-IND]1  FUT 1SG=sleep-INDI FUT

‘I will leave to sleep’

oyawara okay afloy _ iga or
o=yaiwar-a o=kap-t a?=top-t iga

1sG=leave-GER 1SG=FUT-IND|  18G=sleep-IND] FUT
‘I am going to leave to see him/it’

oya wan nyar  afloy iga
o=ya Mwal-t yat _ a’=top-t iga
1SG-leave-IND]  FUT 38G=see-INDI FUT
‘I will leave to see him/it’
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beginning of the clause followed by the negative particle i 7e. The different occurrences

of i ke with different types of constituents in a clause are described in the items below.

1) When the scope of negation is over the whole clause (or proposition), the negative

particle occurs after the verb phrase:

oken i ke
oket-t i ke
1sG=sleep-IND1 NEG
‘I did not sleep.’

ar otoy i ke
at o=top-t i ke

3sG  1sG=see-IND] NEG

‘He/it did not see me.’

2) When the scope of negation is over the ergative argument, the negative particle

occurs immediately after it, at the beginning of the clause:

[on  itke] maygara roy
[on  i‘ke] madygdra top-t
[IsG NEG] snake see-IND1

‘It wasn’t me who saw the snake.’

[ar owé rab ifke] ewirup ot

[at owé tap i’ke] e=wirup lo-t
[3sG.pOsS child] Assoc NEG  2sG=food eat-IND1

‘It wasn’t his children who ate your food.’

3) When the scope of negation is over the absolutive argument, the absolutive argument

appears in focus position at the beginning of the clause followed by the negative particle
i 7ke. The verb (transitive or intransitive) takes the impersonal proclitic i= and the

unmarked form:
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[maygara ifke] on itop
[maygara itke] on itop
[snake NEG] 1SG  3iMP=see

‘It wasn’t the/a snake that [ saw.’

[naZto ci irke] at iwl
[na o cu itke] at iwl
[tapir big NEG] 3sG  3imp=kill
‘It wasn’t a big tapir that he killed.’

[én  itke] pa icat
[én itke] pa i=cat
[23G NEG] 3SG.FEM 3iMP=wash

‘It wasn’t you that she washed.’

[on  itke] at icapé
[on  iZke] at icapé
[1SG NEG] 3SG  3iMpP=beat

‘It was not me that he beat.’

[maipay pat itke] iyawat
[ma pay pat ifke] i=yaiwat
[woman beautiful NEG] 3iMP=leave ="

‘It wasn't the beautiful woman who left.’

[on  ifke] iket
[on  ifke] iket -
[1sG NEG] 3:MPwsléep

‘It wasn’t me who slept.’
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4) When the scope of negation is over the postpositional phrase, this phrase appears in

focus position at the beginning of the clause followed by the negative particle. The
auxiliary 7e with the —p indicative mood occurs after the [postpositional phrase + NEG],
followed by a transitive or intransitive verb in the gerund form. The subject of the

auxiliary is coreferential with the subject of the transitive or intransitive verb:

owakan ke ekay

o=pakat-t ike e=kay

1SG=be.angry.INDl NEG 2SG=DAT

‘I am not angry with you.’ ef.
[ekay itke] wep owakadra

[e=kay ike] o=re-p o=pakat-a

[2SG=DAT  NEG] 1SG=AUX-IND2 1sG=be.angry-GER

‘It is not with you that I am angry’

on  aftoy itke at kafa 7a  pe?

on a?=top-t itke at ka?a ?a? pe?

1sG  3sG=see-INDl NEG  3SG.POSS house CL.RD LOC

‘I did not see him/it at his house.’ cf.
[at kaZa fa  pe? ir‘ke] wep atoba

[at kata 7a? pe? itke] o=Ze-p a?=top-a
[3sG.POSS house CL.RD LOC NEG] ISG=AUX-IND2 3sG=see-GER

‘It was not at his house that I saw him/it.’

5) When the scope of negation is over the adverbial phrase, the adverbial phrase is also

focused, and the same changes described above for the postpositional phrase occur:
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pattem itke web okera®
pét=tem itke o=rep o=ket-a
beautiful=ADVZ NEG 1SG=AUX-IND2 1sG=sleep-GER

‘It was not nicely that I slept.’

mekom itke ifyat kotigap miy mam
mekom itke idyat kotiga-p m#y mam
like.this NEG  lPL.INCL say-IND2 long.ago X

‘It is/was not like this that ours (relatives) use to tell in old times.’

6) In predicate adjective constructions, when the scope of negation falls on the whole

predication, the negative particle occurs immediately after the Adjective + Adverbializer:

pittem itke on
pat=tem itke on
beautiful=ADVZ NEG 1SG

‘I am not beautiful.’

paipiktem  ike war owé rap
paipik=tem ike wat owé tap
many=ADVZ NEG 1SG.POSS child Assoc

‘My children are not many (children).’

On the other hand, when the scope of negation falls on the noun described, the

noun is put into focus, followed by the negative particle and the adjective + adverbializer:

A construction with similar meaning where no auxiliary occurs is:

oken ike  pattem

oket-t itke  pat=tem
1SG=sleep-INDI NEG beautiful=ADVZ
‘1 did not sleep nicely/well.”
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ar itke pdttem cf ‘*pattem at i ke
at itke pat=tem
3G NEG beautiful=aDVZ
‘It is not him who is beautiful.’

war owé rab  iZke baipiktem cf *paipiktem wat owe tap i ke
wat owé€ tap  ifke paipik=tem
1SG.POSS child ASSOC NEG many=ADVZ

‘It is not my children who are many.’

7) Finally, when the negation occurs in a predicate nominal construction, the negative

particle occurs at the end of the predicative noun phrase:

ma fpay itke arnan
ma pay ifke ar=nd-n
woman NEG  3SG=COP-INDI

‘Hel/it is not a woman/female.’

pén mecéb itke arinan
pén pecép itke aind-n
white.man  ugly NEG 3SG=COP-INDI

‘He is not an ugly white man.’

In future clauses, i Ze also occurs in different places, depending on the type of
future marker. (A complete description of future markers was provided in section 4.4.2
above.)

When i Ze is in a future clause with the auxiliary future kap, it occurs at the end of

the non-finite verb phrase. =



okera itke okay
o=ket-a itke o=kap-t
1sG=sleep-GER NEG ISG=AUX.FUT-INDI

‘I am not going to sleep.’

¢cim  cdra itke arkay
cim  cdt-a itke ar=kap-t
meat wash-GER NEG 3SG=AUX.FUT-INDI

‘He is not going to wash his prey.’

When i 7ke is in a future clause with the future particle yat, it occurs immediately

after yat.
atwiy yat  irtke
a’=wiy-t yat  irke

38G=go.out-IND1 FUT NEG

‘He will not go out.’

on atoy yat  ike pdttem
on a ?=top-t yat  itke pdt=tem
1SG  3sG=see-INDl FUT NEG beautiful=ADVZ

‘I will not see it/him nicely.’

4.5.2 THE NEGATIVE PARTICLE YAHMAM

The negative particle yahmam is employed in imperatives and information
questions. B

In imperative clauses, the main verb takes the indicative mood form and the
negative particle follows it. (In unmarked imperative clauses the verb appears in the

gerund form.)



151
ewét yahmam
e=wé-t yahmadam

25G=cry-IND] NEG

‘Don’t cry!’

karokéran yahmam

karo=kérat-t yahmam N
2prL=sleep-IND1 NEG

‘Don’t sleep (you pL.)!"

ayowan yahmam
a?=yowat-t yahmam
3sG=leave-INDI NEG

‘Don’t leave it.’

cim  yegat yahmam téna
cim  yek-at yahmam téna
meat look.for-IND1 NEG now

‘Don’t hunt now!”

In information questions, the negative particle occurs after the main verb or

auxiliary, which appears in the indicative mood*':

kom ar otoy yahmam
kom at o=top-t yahmam
how 3SG  1S